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The 40th Anniversary of Our Sister City Relationship
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Across the sea, over a span of 40 years,

the bond between our sister cities grows stronger and deeper
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Taking pride in our cultural exchange thus far

and aiming for a rewarding relationship

After Mito and Anaheim signed the Sister City Pact on December 21st, 1976,
approximately 35 years passed before March 11th, 2011.

The Great Earthquake, with its epicenter off the coast of Sendai, caused a lot
of damage in Mito. When news of the circumstances surrounding Mito reached
Anaheim, those who had participated in the Goodwill Delegation immediately
began to get in touch with Mito and started a campaign to send the citizens of
Mito “1,000 letters of kindness” .

In just over a month more than 3,200 letters, with wishes for encouragement
and reconstruction, were written and delivered to the mayor by a special envoy.
They were a great support to us.

After that, many letters of gratitude were gathered from the people of Mito
and a reply was sent to the people of Anaheim who kept us in their thoughts and
prayers.

Even now the Great East Japan Earthquake has left a strong impression which
has created a special connection between the hearts and minds of both cities.
There can be no other reason for people from both cities living separated so far
across the ocean to be able to convey their feelings this much in such a short
period of time than because of the sincere thoughts and actions of each and
every person involved in the Sister City Exchange.

We welcome the milestone that is the 40th anniversary of the sister city
relationship and take pride in the magnificent bond belonging to our two cities.
Furthermore, we endeavor to continue activities which serve to further develop

this meaningful relationship.
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Yasushi Takahashi
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I am delighted that the cities of Anaheim and
Mito are celebrating 40 years since the signing
of the Sister City Pact in 1976. I offer my sincere
gratitude to everyone in both cities who gave
their efforts, as well as brought their history and
traditions to this exchange.

Over 900 citizens have visited Anaheim
through the program. Every year our friendship
and mutual understanding strengthens. After the
Great East Japan Earthquake in 2011, Anaheim
sent 3,275 letters and messages of support and
encouragement. In 2014, Yuichi Hataya celebrated
25 years as honorary mayor of Anaheim. A
monument was built at the Anaheim Civic Center
called Mito Square, and in 2016, a street near City
Hall was renamed “Mito Way.” I am so grateful for
the city of Anaheim’s friendship.

Nowadays, there are are all sorts of events
in the world that overcome nationality and
culture, so understanding each other’s values and
respecting each other is becoming more and more
important. That is why Mito is working hard to
promote cultural understanding and aims to create
fulfilling exchanges with cities around the world,
like Anaheim, to nurture a town with people who
can succeed in this global community. Mito also
strives to create a city where foreigners can live
comfortably.

In conclusion, I would like to take this
celebratory opportunity to say that I hope Anaheim
and Mito continue to make history, and strengthen

the bond so many people have worked to create.
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Yuichi Hataya
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It has already been 40 years since Mito and
Anaheim became sister cities. Despite being so far
away, overcoming differences in language and culture,
I believe this program has been able to continue this
long because of the dedication of every single person to
foster friendship.

After the unprecedented disaster that was the
Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11th, 2011,
thousands of “messages of encouragement” were sent
to help us overcome our difficulty. The strong bond
between the two cities could be felt. And those affected
by the earthquake were moved by the warm messages.
I am grateful for the unwavering friendship Anaheim
has shown us, and give my thanks to every branch of
the Sister City Program, as well as everyone from both
cities who has been involved.

Hereafter, I feel that as the need for various
international exchange events increases, the role of
the Mito City International Association must also
increase. Our association, with the Mito International
Center as its base, will work hard to keep this exchange
continuing on for many years to come. My hope is that
both cities keep this friendship dear, and that the next

generation creates new connections with one another.
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I am delighted that the Sister City Exchange
between Mito and Anaheim will be celebrating a
milestone 40th anniversary.

Although the two cities are far apart, the Sister City
Pact was signed in 1976 with the hope to strengthen
friendship and moral understanding, as well as expand
over the years. Both cities respected each other, and
because of this respect they were able to overcome
the differences in language and customs to establish a
friendship that has lasted 40 years.

Having this many people supporting this exchange,
despite age, is quite significant, and is the result of
everyone’s support and effort. I would like to express
my sincere gratitude.

In addition, I believe awarding the President of Mito
City International Association, Yuichi Hataya, the title
of Honorary Mayor of Anaheim highlights how close of
a bond the two cities have.

On behalf of the City Council of Mito, I would like to
extend my gratitude and I hope the two cities continue
to further the exchange, keeping the citizens in mind.

May this friendship continue for many years to come.
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It is with great honor that I congratulate

Mito on the 40th anniversary of our sister
city partnership.

Since 1976, we have worked diligently
to uphold the values of our founding
declaration and continue to nurture the
exchange of ideas, cultures and kindness.
Together, we weathered great storms and
are stronger for it.

In honor of our 40th anniversary, the City
of Anaheim dedicated a street next to City
Hall as Mito Way. This street is a testament
to our long-standing relationship and
commitment to 40 more years of success as
sister cities.

Congratulations.
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Congratulations to the cities of Anaheim
and Mito on their 40th Sister City
Anniversary.

The City of Anaheim and Mito have made
amazing memories over the past 40 years.
From student exchanges to delegation visits,
our sister city relationship is stronger today
than ever.

I have witnessed countless students
from Anaheim and Mito engage in our
exchange programs and each one of them has
returned home with terrific memories, new
friendships and a greater understanding for
anew culture.

I look forward to what the future holds
as we continue to build upon our successful
exchange programs and plan future visits
with Mito.
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About Mito City

Mito City is approximately located within the
center of Ibaraki Prefecture. It has a population of
roughly 271,000 people and an area of 84 square
miles. As the prefectural capital, it acts as the
heart of politics, economics, and culture. Mito
is surrounded by the rich waters and greenery of
places like Kairakuen, one of the three greatest
parksinJapan, and Lake Senba. It also has the
appeal of having historical resources like Kodokan
Hall and Art Tower Mito.

What’sina Name?

In ancient times, outlets of rivers and lakes were
called “Mito” or “Minato”. Mito City is said to have
been named Mito because it has the characteristic
feature of being located between Naka River and
Lake Senba.

Population—271,070 / Mito was founded
in 1889 as a municipality / Climate Warm
and humid—Average temperature of 13°C,
55° F/Annual Rainfall 52.2inches /Area—
84sq.miles / Longitude(E) —140°28'17"/
Latitude(N) —36°21'57"/ The City Tree —
Plum / The City Flower—Bush Clover,/ The
City Bird—Pied Wagtail

10
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A Town Where People’s Smiles
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Mito’s Cultural Facilities
In Mito City there is a 328 foot tall tower t]nt
acts as a symbol of t

KEFR—U—%kv% FC Mito Holly Hock EEIRM  KFER——ky & [—XFv %2474 K's Stadium BEnEY= [/KEEFIE2Y] Mito Komon Festival is composed of three dedicated spaces: a c

— _ _ hall, theater, and modern art gallery. In the fields
of music, drama, and art, we introduce each artist’s
miscellaneous exhibits, and it serves the purpose

of acting as a base for local cultural activities.

Mito Sports

The professional soccer team, “Mito Holly Hock”,
is active in its hometown of Mito {ditionally,
the first “Mito Komon Marathon’ eldin 2016
with more than 10,000 runners running through
the city.

Mito Festivals

The Mito Komon Festival has more than 50 years
of and is held every year in the beginning of
Augu t Lake Senba, around 4,500 fireworks are
launched and events like parading around floats,
carrying portable shrines, and the Mito Komon
Parade are held.
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Anaheim’s Cultural and Commercial
Facilities
Anaheim is known world-wide for being where
Disneyland was first built, but at present it has
three related Disney facilities with the addition
of Disney California Adventure and Downtown
Additionally, the City National Grove
of Anaheim is known as a facility where various
famous artists and ballet companies perform.
There is also the Anaheim Convention Center
where various exhibitions are held.

Anaheim Sports
As for professional sports teams based in Anaheim,
they have the MLB (Major League Baseball) team,
the Los Angeles Angels, and the Anaheim Ducks
of the NHL (National Hockey League) which are
gaining popularity.

Anaheim Festivals

With more than 90 years of history, the Anaheim
Fall Festi s famous. On October 30th, the local
businesses, schools, and residents come together
to create and watch a unique and richly creative
Halloween parade unfold.
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Celebration Goodwill Jazz Concert at Concert Hall ATM, Art Tower Mito
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Mito-Anaheim 1974-2016

22 19744EH 1986 4F% T 1974-1986

34 [Fw]FHE B2 [Contribution] Yunosuke Wada

35 &Rl L) —&ud b ~f AT 4%  [Contribution] Gregand Rochelle Hastings
36 19874FEH 1996 4% T 1987-1996

46 [HR /R FE [Contribution] Masami Komori

47 FHEWlVav-srTv [Contribution] John D. Nguyen

48 19974052006 F% T 1997-2006

58 30FFEIREHEE 30th Anniversary Events

50 [%F] K »BY [Contribution] Kaori Otsu

60 2007525 20114FE% T 2007-2011

65 RIS TEEMAL MR OFF the Great Bast Japan Earthauike
66 201257252016 F%F T 2012-2016

71 [HRl~v)—2—>— [Contribution] Henri Soucy

79 (B v F— TRy [Contribution] Jackie Filbeck
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December 1974-September 1975

The Beginning of the Exchange

The exchange between Mito and Anaheim began
when aresident of Anaheim, who was originally from
Mito, invited his former teacher to visit. The teacher
and his faculty began to make plans to visit and
observe schools in Anaheim. The correspondence
became more frequent, and the visit became backed
by the Anaheim City Council.

December 25, 1975-January 2, 1975

The Educational Group to Anaheim

Chairman of the Ibaraki International Cultural
Exchange Association, Yuichi Hataya, led a group
of 28 members to Anaheim. During their stay they
attended a welcome reception at the Educational
Department as well as visited public facilities like
the police station, a library, Anaheim Stadium, and
Disneyland.
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November 5-8

The 1st Anaheim Delegation to Mito

Mayor Bill Thom led a group of 26 members to
Mito. During their stay they attended a welcome
reception at City Hall, and visited public facilities
like the Kodokan Hall, Tobukan Hall, the Museum
of History, Kairakuen Park, and police department.
They also discussed the future of the exchange
program.

December 19-26

The 1st Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Yunosuke Wada led a group of 29 members
to Anaheim. They attended a ceremony to sign the
Sister City Pact at the Disneyland Hotel. The mayors
of both cities gave a speech, and were presented
a medal with the design of a plum and orange tree
symbolizing the two cities.

i
December 25, 1976-January 2, 1977 —
Concert by Caracolas Women's Chorus Group
The Caracolas Women's Chorus Group, comprised
of 40 members, performed at the music hall of the

Disneyland Hotel.

TR ER T R N E BN & R

SN, i

LITT— J- '. = e 0

HZALALEREENRERES
- 23

BREFD TN LT %R THFNALIIH T B15%FT



WEFN 52 4F

1977

4H16H
ERHREBHRRICERBINER
IKFTHET I A LT OBEEE TR IcfE
W BRx A A EmIICHEE ST A L% H
fC [EEE AT A IR M iR e | 2338 e
L\ WIRERICRIEAHE IR E R L
THHAAENEHINE L,

7TR138~7R14H8
SyFR—TIRRKRI=—TIRHFK
APy FFAR 74 R=—T v FARRIZ
U, TAX=Z—F ¥+ T 72 —5ZH0FKL.
ZLOTREZHEHRDE Lo

8H6H
TFARZ—F ¥ F72—DEMEOYICSM

EREH AR RS 2 R LT 7
NALHDTAR=Z=FV FhbF v T 72—
HEOVICSILE L 7o

118158~11H822H

£ 2 BEKFHEEEZIRE

~ [KF1E] BV #H~
FHEEZNTEZEIEL 323840837 74
LT %L E Lico WHRERTTRiS 230
T THIAALHTEE LT W DKFE] 25
SERRL Z DN FIOXMICHE L L7,

April 16

Mito Sister Cities Committee (MSCC) was
Established

Along with the Sister City Pact between our cities,
MSCC was established for the purpose of promoting
more meaningful exchanges and supporting the
development of the two cities. Mr. Yuichi Hataya
from the Ibaraki International Cultural Exchange
Association was elected as the first chairman.

July 13-14

Mickey and Minnie Mouse Come to Mito
Susan Donald, Disneyland's ambassador to the world,
as well as five popular Disney characters visited Mito.
Many citizens came out to interact with the characters.

August 6

Disney Characters Attended the Mito Komon
Festival

To celebrate the signing of the Sister City Pact,
Disney characters came from Disneyland in
Anaheim to attend the Mito Komon festival.

November 15-22

The 2nd Mito Delegation to Anaheim — The
First Crossing of “Mito Bridge”

Mayor Yunosuke Wada led a group of 38 members to
Anaheim. They participated in the ceremonial first
crossing of Mito Bridge, which had been constructed
in commemoration of the Sister City Pact.
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May 21-26

The Second Anaheim Delegation to Mito
Mayor John Seymour headed a group of 15 to visit
Mito. While in Mito they visited Lake Senba Park,
and planted some American Dogwood trees in
commemoration.

July 7-15

The 3rd Mito Delegation to Anaheim
Councilman Matsunosuke Kawashima led a group
of 27 members to visit Anaheim. While there they
visited the convention center, Anaheim Stadium,
Mito Bridge, and Disneyland, as well as attended a
welcome reception at City Hall.
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/ = / = o Ay o The 5th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Yunosuke Wada led a group of 34 members
to visit Anaheim. While there they visited the newly
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opened Anaheim Civic Center, and planted plum
trees at the then under construction “Mito Square”
in honor of the sister city relationship. They further

strengthened friendships at a welcome reception.

Septemberl

Sister Schools

A sister school pact between Ishikawa Elementary
School of Mito and Sunkist Elementary School of
Anaheim was created. Students of both schools
deepened their friendship by exchanging pictures
and letters.

September 24-October 2
The 4th Mito Delegation to Anaheim
Chairman of the Mito Sister Cities Committee,

e PR (R )
Yuichi Hataya, led a group of 33 members to B IE T A LTS EEA K '
Anaheim.

November 2-7

The 3rd Anaheim Delegation to Mito
Thirty-six people, including Mayor John Seymour,
visited Mito and attended the 90th anniversary
ceremony of Mito as a municipality.

December 27-January 1, 1980

“Honorary Citizenship” Awarded to

Mayor Wada

On a visit to Anaheim with four other members, Mito

Certificate of
Honorary Citizenship

Anaheim, California
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City Mayor Yunosuke Wada was awarded “Honorary
Citizenship” at a ceremony on December 30th.
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November 9-12

The 4th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

Anaheim City Councilman Llewellyn Overholt Jr.
led a group of 46 members to Mito. While here they
visited City Hall, Kairakuen Park, Kodokan Hall,
the Hitachi plant in Taga, and Nikko. They also
strengthened friendships at the welcome reception,
and good-bye party.

November 27-December 4

The 6th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Fire Department Chief Ken Adachiled a group of 15
members to Anaheim. While there they visited City
Hall, the convention center, Anaheim Stadium, the
fire department, schools, churches, golf courses,
and residential areas. They also strengthened
friendships at the good-bye party attended by the
mayor of Anaheim, city council members, and
the vice president of the Anaheim Chamber of
Commerce.
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March 25-30

The Mito Delegation goes to Anaheim fora
Tree Planting Ceremony

Mayor Yunosuke Wada led a group of 24 members
to Anaheim. In commemoration of the Sister City
Pact, Mito presented Anaheim with some “Thunder
Clouds”, a variety of plum tree, which were planted
along the streetin front of City Hall. At the 1982
Disneyland event, “Festival Japan”, a taiko drum
performance group from Mito performed, and Mayor
Wadaled a parade as Grand Marshal.

August 2

Mr. Hataya was Named “Anaheim’s #1 Friend”
Chairman of the Mito Sister Cities Committee at
the time, Yuichi Hataya, was named “Anaheim's #1
Friend” for his efforts in strengthening the bond
between the two cities.

September 5-13
The 7th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Chairman of Mito City Council, Kazuhiko Kobayashi,
led a group of 13 members to Anaheim.
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March 16-24

Mito Ikenobo Flower Arrangement Exhibit at
Disneyland's Japan Festival 1983

Comprised of 34 members, the Cultural Delegation
of the Mito Branch of Ikenobo Flower Arrangement
School visited Anaheim and displayed their flower
arrangement.

April 14-16

The 5th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

Mayor Don Roth led a group of 117 members to Mito.
In commemoration of the sister city relationship,
the road that runs along the Mito City Sports
Center Park was named “Anaheim Way.” American
Dogwood trees were presented by Anaheim, and
planted along the road.

November 21-29

The 8th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Deputy Mayor Fujio Kikuchiled a group of 11
members to Anaheim. While there they visited City
Hall, the convention center, Anaheim Stadium, and
Disneyland. They reported on how the American
Dogwood trees in Anaheim Way were growing, and
expressed their hope of participating in EXPO’85.
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March 30-April 4

Little League Goodwill Match

“The Children's Baseball Delegation” comprised of
30 members who visited Anaheim and strengthened
friendships by playing baseball.

June 24-July 22

An Anaheim Student Ambassador to Mito

The international volunteer organization “Soroptimist”
sponsored a student from Anaheim to participate
in a homestay program in Mito. While here she met
with the mayor, observed classes at Sakuranomaki
High School, and experienced different aspects of
Japanese culture.

November 19-27

The 9th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City Councilman Nobuo Kimoto led a group of eight
members to Anaheim. They were given a lecture
about how the city is maintained, and oversaw the
plans for the Mito Square being built in front of the
civic center.
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April 22-25

The 6th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

Mayor Don Roth led a group of 32 members to
Mito. While here they visited Anaheim Way, Lake
Senba, Kodokan Hall, and Kairakuen Park. They
strengthened friendships at a welcome reception,
and met with the mayor. They also had a tour of the
science fair “EXPO'85” which took place in Tsukuba,
Ibaraki.

July 16-29

The 1st Anaheim Student Ambassador to Mito
With the support of the Anaheim Sister Cities
Association as well as Soroptimist International
of Anaheim and Mito, a student ambassador from
Anaheim participated in a homestay program in
Mito. While here she acted as an ambassador to
strengthen friendships as she met with the mayor
and the Ibaraki prefectural governor.

November 4-12

The 10th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Kazunobu Sagawa led a group of 19 members
to Anaheim. While there they visited the convention
center, Anaheim Stadium, Disneyland, City Hall, the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, and oversaw
construction of Mito Square. They also attended a
welcome reception and strengthened relations with
the city council.
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July 11-24

The 2nd Anaheim Student Ambassador to Mito
One student from Anaheim stayed with a Mito family,
and was able to experience an everyday Japanese
household. While in Mito she participated in some
Japanese cultural activities and observed classes
at Sannomaru Kindergarten, Goken Elementary,
Mito 3rd Junior High, Midorioka High, and Tokiwa
University.

July 17-25

The 11th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

- The Dedication of Mito Square

Deputy Mayor Yoshio Miyajima led a group of 43
members to Anaheim. They attended the opening
of “Mito Square” which commemorated the 10th
anniversary of the signing of the Sister City Pact.
They also visited the convention center, Disneyland,
and watched a Major League Baseball game at
Anaheim Stadium. They also learned about the
administration of Anaheim; including city planning,
waterworks, and roads. They further deepened
friendships with visits to City Hall, and the city
council.
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Hoping for a Third Visit
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Mito Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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I have visited Anaheim twice. The first time was when Anaheim was
holding the Japan Festival at Disneyland. At that time, the Mito City mayor
wore Japanese formal wear and rode in a carriage as the Grand Marshal
of the Disney parade, delivered a message to the governor of the state at
the established venue, and the Mito City taiko drummers participated in
a drum battle. The rhythm of the Japanese drums reached the hearts of
the American audience and the drummers gave many encores. It was as if
some sort of magic had fallen over everyone and left a great impression on
them as the drums continued to grow louder and stronger. The climax was
when all the lights in the park turned off and everything concluded with a
fireworks display. It was a spectacular production.

The second time, I came with my family of three and participated as a
member of the Goodwill Delegation, and helped set up the Girls’ Day dolls
we had donated to the city hall as a gesture of friendship. It made them
very happy, but a number of years passed and it seems the time has come
to change out the dolls. If I have the chance, I would like to go on a third
visit and replace the dolls.

At the time of the Goodwill Delegation, Anaheim had about the same
population as Mito did, but since then it has increased dramatically as
our cities continue to develop. Anaheim’s strategy is clear; with its use of
convention centers and attractions such as Disneyland and professional
baseball. Even compared to the dissimilar traditional events of Japan,
there seems to be an affinity between the two. However, this will be a huge
subject of consideration in the future and we’ll have to make sure our work
together for friendly relations continues to be complementary.

From here on, I will pray that our friendship continues to deepen.
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In the summer of 1994, we were told about a group of students from
Mito coming to Anaheim for a homestay. The host family for two of these
students was not able to host them. Although we did not know anything
about Mito or the sister city homestay program, we agreed to host these
two students. How fortunate we were that this would be the beginning of a
wonderful hosting experience for us that would last for many years. We soon
became very involved in the Anaheim Sister City Program. Greg served
several years on the Board of Directors and eventually became president
of the Anaheim Sister Cities Association. Over the years, we hosted 21
students from Mito. They were the best! Each of our students was so special
to us and we still consider them part of our family. We are always so happy
and so excited when we hear from them or when they come back to Anaheim
to visit us! We have so many wonderful memories of each and every one of
our students — the smiles, the laughter, the hugs, the tears when they must
leave to return home. We remember all of the fun student activities as well
as the special family time at home where we got to know each other and
become family. We are sure that many of our students remember our little
goddaughter, Cammy, who was part of our student visits. She is now a grown
woman who remembers our students fondly. We have been so fortunate to
also have become lifelong friends with Mr. Wang, and to meet all of the many
teachers, staff, and dignitaries involved with the program. We were able to
travel to Japan in 1998 and 2006 to visit with many of our students and their
families. Japan is such a beautiful country filled with beautiful, loving people.

As the Mito-Anaheim sister city relationship celebrates 40 years of
warm friendship, we congratulate and thank all who have made this program
possible. We feel so blessed to have been a part of this relationship and to
have made so many wonderful friends.

Remembering our students with love: Hitoshi and Takafumi, Manabu and
Norifumi, Jai and Daisaku (and Emi), Takayuki and Koji, Koji and Shingo,
Satoshi and Hiro, Atsuo and Shohei, Kiyoshi and Koichi, Yuji and Hiroki,
Hiroki, Yudai, and Hiroshi.

Thank you so much for enriching our lives!.
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July 10-24

The 3rd Student Ambassador to Mito

One high school student from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. In addition to
meeting the mayor, she visited Kairakuen Park,
the Ibaraki Prefectural Museum of History, a local
newspaper company, a video production factory, and
Oaraibeach.

July 17-25

The 12th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City Councilman Fujio Moriled a group of 21
members to Anaheim. While there they visited city
hall, Anaheim Stadium, the convention center,
and Disneyland. They deepened friendships while
attending a welcome reception.

October 16-20

The 7th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

- The 10th Anniversary of the Sister City
Relationship

City Councilman Irv Pickler led a group of 27
members to Mito. They held a ceremony to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of the sister city relationship at
Senba Park in the “Hanamizuki Hiroba” where they
planted some American Dogwood trees.
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July 7-20

The 4th Anaheim Student Ambassador to Mito
One high school student from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. He experienced
Japanese culture and observed classes at Mito First
High School and Sakuranomaki High School.

August 3-23

The 1st Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Hiroko Seya, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 20 high school and college students who
participated in a homestay program in Anaheim.

October 11

YuichiHataya Named “Honorary Mayor of Anaheim”
Chairman of the Mito Sister Cities Committee,
Yuichi Hataya, was given the title of “Honorary
Mayor of Anaheim” by the city of Anaheim.

November 14-23

The 13th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Kazunobu Sagawa led a group of 39 people to
Anaheim.

November 16-20

Attending Mickey Mouse's 60th Birthday

As part of the Sister City Exchange, 11 children from
Mito were invited to Mickey Mouse’s 60th Birthday
party at Disneyland.
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March 30-April 2

The 8th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

- The Centennial Anniversary of Mito as a
Municipality

Mayor Fred Hunter visited Mito with a group of
25 people. They strengthened bonds at a welcome
reception, and attended a ceremony celebrating
Mito City's 100th Anniversary as a municipality.

July 4-17

The 5th Anaheim Student Ambassador to Mito
One high school student from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here she
strengthened relations by attending a student
ambassador workshop, as well as other activities.

August 1-14

The 2nd Mito Student Ambassador to Anaheim
Noriko Kanbayashi, a Mito city school teacher, led
a group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program.

November 13-22

The 14th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City council chairman, Tatsuzo Fukushima, led a
group of 37 members to Anaheim. While there they
strengthened bonds while attending a city council
meeting and a welcome reception.
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March 20-25

The 9th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

- The Opening of Art Tower Mito

Deputy Mayor Irv Pickler led a group of 12 members
to Mito. They attended the opening ceremony of Art
Tower Mito, and watched a play at the museum.

July 12-25

The 6th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Two high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School.

August 3-18

The 3rd Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Etsuko Uwaso, a Mito city school teacher, led a
group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program.

October 22-31

The 15th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City council chairman, Tatsuzo Fukushima, led
a group of 35 members to Anaheim. While there
they strengthened relationships with citizens and
children while visiting Sunkist Elementary School.
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April 12

The 10th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

- The Dedication of the “Deai” (Encounter) Statue
City Councilman Irv Pickler and his wife attended
the Dedication of the “Deai” (Encounter) statue
which was erected at Mito City Sports Park to
celebrate the 15th anniversary of the sister city
relationship.

July 9-22

The 7th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Two high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School.

July 26-August 10

The 4th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Hisako Yokoyama, a Mito City school teacher, led
a group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program.

October 14-23

The 16th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City Councilman Kan Kimura led a group of
30 members to Anaheim. While there they
strengthened relationships with citizens and high
school students while visiting Savanna High School.
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July 8-21

The 8th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Two high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School. They also visited
Tokyo as well as held a gathering of Mito student
ambassadors.

July 31-August 16th

The 5th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Kuniko Morita, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program.

October 28-November 6

The 17th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Deputy Mayor Mosho Watanabe led a group
of 35 members to Anaheim. While there they
strengthened bonds at a party attended by members
of the Anaheim Sister Cities Association and the
Chamber of Commerce.

November 28-29
Video Conference between USA and Japan

A video conference was held from the Anaheim
Convention Center, where the US-Japan Expo was

taking place, and a conference room at Mito City
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May 14-18

The 11th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

City Councilman Frank Feldhaus led a group of 19
members to Mito. While here they attended “Mito
City Day” at the 10th Annual National Green Fair
which was held in Ibaraki that year.

July 15-28

The 9th Anaheim Student Ambassador to Mito
One high school student from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here he
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School.

July 30-August 15

The 6th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Kieko Hirano, a Mito City school teacher, led a group
of 20 high school and college students to Anaheim.
The students participated in a homestay program.

October 22-30
The 18th Mito Delegation to Anaheim
City Councilman Tatsuzo Fukushima led a group of

32 members to Anaheim. They strengthened bonds
with the citizens.
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July 13-26

The 10th Anaheim Student Ambassador to Mito
One high school student from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here she
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School. She also visited the
mayor, toured some public facilities around town,
visited Tokyo, as well as held a gathering of Mito
student ambassadors.

July 29-August 14

The 7th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Junko Negishi, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program. They studied about the history of America,
and the American school system.

November 14-23

The 19th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Hiroshi Okada led a group of 41 members to
Anaheim. While there they visited the Arrowhead
Pond Sports Arena, traffic control center, police
station, and Disneyland. They strengthened
relationships at a welcome reception with the city
council.
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March 24

The Foundation of the Mito City International
Association

The Mito City International Association was
founded to promote international exchange among
Mito citizens. The Mito Sister Cities Committee was
dissolved, and succeeded by the new International
Association upon founding.

July 6-19

The 11th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Two high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School.

July 28-August 13

The 8th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Yumiko Takamura, a Mito City school teacher, led
a group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program.

November 14-22

The 20th Mito Delegation to Anaheim
President of the Mito City International Association,
Yuichi Hataya, led a group of 35 members to Anaheim.
While there they strengthened relationships at a
welcome reception with the city council.
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July 2-15

The 12th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Two high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed
classes at Sakuranomaki High School. They also
visited places around Mito such as City Hall, city
council, Kairakuen Park, Mito Forest Park, Mito
Art Tower, and IBS Radio Station. They also visited
Tokyo, as well as held a gathering of Mito student
ambassadors.

July 26-August 11

The 9th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Seiko Nagahori, a Mito City school teacher, led
a group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. They participated in a homestay program.
While there they visited Knott's Berry Farm,
Disneyland, and Universal Studios Hollywood. They
also attended a breakfast sponsored by the Kiwanis
Club, and watched a Major League Baseball game.

November 12-21

The 21st Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City Treasurer Mitsuru Nemoto led a group of
32 members to visit Anaheim. While there they
strengthened bonds while attending parties, and
visiting the city council.
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Welcoming Our 40th Anniversary
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Former General Manager of Mito City
International Association
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It is my great pleasure to welcome the 40th anniversary of the Mito-
Anaheim International Sister City relationship.

It was half a year after the Sister City Pact was signed in December in
1976 that I started to work at Mito City Hall, when I met the devoted Osamu
Shoji for a second time and was given the opportunity to assist him from the
early stages of the exchange project.

I have visited Anaheim more times than I can count and also welcomed
Anaheim’s citizens to Mito. It has been a blessing to meet so many different
people.

When I attended the anniversary of the signing of the Sister City Pact at a
commemorative tree-planting ceremony, the Mito-Daiko drummers put on a
soul-stirring performance at Disneyland. Beneath the blue skies of California
the Mito Ikenobo and Anaheim Ikenobo groups jointly hosted an ikebana
flower-arranging exhibition which charmed those in attendance. In Anaheim
City, the Caracolas Women’s Chorus Group of Mito expanded social circles
through goodwill concerts and homestays, and I met one old Japanese
American in Anaheim, who was deeply moved by their beautiful voices and
opened up his heart to the country of his ancestors. He and many other old
Japanese Americans living in the greater Anaheim area, spoke about what
it was like to be stuck living through the unhappy period of the war. Their
thoughts on our country are deeply engraved in my mind.

It is wonderful that the Student Ambassador Program was started with
the purpose of nurturing human relations among the next generation, and
furthermore, for the Mito City International Center to have been built as a
base for these exchange activities.

As a member of the Secretarial Section and the International Cultural
Affairs Section, and as General Manager of the Mito City International
Association, I was honored to have received guidance from many of our
citizens and be supported by the entirety of our staff as I helped with
creating the 10th, 20th, and 30th Anniversary Memory Books.

I wish to pay my deepest respects to those many people who were so
devoted in establishing the Sister City Pact 40 years ago, and I sincerely
pray that spirit of goodwill will be passed on and the exchange project will be
continued for a long time to come.
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From Student to Great Friend of Mito
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Former President of Anaheim Sister City Commision
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I remember how excited my family and I were when I was selected as a
student ambassador to Mito in 2001. I was only in 11th grade, and received
my first opportunity to travel outside the United States to a country whose
discipline and beauty I was always curious about and greatly admired.
When I met Mr. Wang and my host house family that first day in Mito, I
felt so grown up and grateful for such a dream-come-true experience! I
remember not being able to sleep that first night because I was so excited
to see and experience real Japanese culture! The two week experience
forever stretched my vision of what was possible for my future more
than any school or classroom experience could provide. Such experience
gave me more confidence and motivation to pursue higher education and
stronger personal development.

The opportunities of the Student Ambassador Program allowed me and
other students an immersive experience to learn about another culture,
while at the same time learn more about ourselves and our own cultures. It
was a very reflective and interpersonal developmental learning opportunity
that can never be taught in a school setting, but can only be appreciated
through such firsthand experience.

The sister city relationship between Mito and Anaheim has taught me
that the world would be a much better place if we all could appreciate our
cultural differences and find commonalities to share amongst ourselves.
People, though in different parts of the world, are people of society, but
with great differences in experience and culture to share. We should know
that we are more the same than different from each other, so I hope more
cities around the world can form sister city relationships like Mito and
Anaheim, so many more students and citizens can benefit! Our younger
generations can only benefit when great friendships between cities from
different parts of the world are formed. It’s a great example for children to
see, and great opportunity for them to participate in such sister city bonds.
It definitely changed my life perspectives!

KEDBWH (BEDEL HHEHRRY VRS TLD/RFY R ELT)
47



1997 | wmox

7TH2B~7H15H
BLIET FNALHFEREKRES EK

R E3AAIK P 2. HREICK—
LATALE Lo WEHE. KF 05
AL RESBLAAULKBR A E %
T lico ¥, HE - BE~ORWHHRM
2y ARG~ KEHFAHE
KEHFIHEX~DOBINAEEEZTE L,

7TA31B~8A16H
F10EKFHZEREKELIRE

KERHETHGrHREL 28K E - K¥EE
BE204T FAA LT &L, THREIC
F—LATALE L, WERR. UHER @
LTTAYADEELCL, FlEICDO»wTD
FEERTWE L7,

118520H~11H28H
F 22 EkAMHEEIE % RE

MHATREXFIRE T 242408 T F [ 4
HEBEILE Lo BWEPR. TFAALRE
TABAT100 BELXFEELT KFEHAE-
eV ) —7 (R oREHEICE» Nz D D) DIEE
. BV v T v a v U L@ d v
FAMNEREZHEIL, TEbbPeHRE
DG EHRDE Lo

July 2-15

The 13th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Three high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School. They met with
the mayor and city council chairman, and went to
various places in Mito. They also had a gathering of
Mito student ambassadors.

July 31-August 16

The 10th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Noriko Ootake, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. They participated in a homestay program.
While there they learned about American history
and culture.

November 20-28

The 22nd Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Hiroshi Okada led a group of 42 members
to Anaheim. While there they presented a relief
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
Anaheim Chamber of Commerce. They also
strengthened relationships with citizens and
children while visiting Sunkist Elementary School.
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April 17-20

The 12th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

Mayor Tom Daily led a group of 22 members who
visited Mito. In addition to visiting the mayor

1

and the city council, they attended the opening
ceremony of the Mito International Center.

July 2-15

The 14th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Three high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School.

July 24-August9

The 11th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Haruyo Nemoto, a Mito City school teacher, led
a group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program.

November 22-30

The 23rd Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City Councilman Tatsuzo Fukushima led a group of
27 members to Anaheim. While there they met with
the mayor at City Hall, and strengthened bonds at a
welcome reception.
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July 2-15

The 15th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Four high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School. They met with the
mayor and city council, as well as went to various
places in Mito.

July 23-August 8

The 12th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Miyako Saruta, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program. They visited various places around
Anaheim, attended a breakfast sponsored by the
Kiwanis Club, had a swimming party, and watched a
Major League Baseball game.

November 14-22

The 24th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Deputy Mayor Hidefumi Kobayashi led a group of
25 members to Anaheim. While there they visited
the convention center, Disney exhibition center,
community center, and Edison Field. They also
visited the city council and strengthened bonds at
welcome reception.
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June 30-July 14

The 16th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Six high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School and Mito First High
School. They met with the mayor and city council, as
well as went to various places in Mito.

July 21-August 6

The 13th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Shigeko Onose, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program. They met with city council, visited various
places around Anaheim, attended a breakfast
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club, and watched a Major
League Baseball game.

October 16-23

The 25th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Hiroshi Okada led a group of 34 members to
Anaheim. While there they went to various places
around Anaheim, visited City Hall and city council,
and strengthened bonds at a welcome reception.
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June 29-July 13

The 17th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Five high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School and Mito First High
School. The met with the mayor and city council,
and visited various places around Mito.

July 27-August 12

The 14th Mito Student Ambassador to Anaheim
Hiroyuki Kobayashi, a Mito City school teacher, led
a group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program. They visited UCLA and various places
around Anaheim including City Hall, attended
a breakfast sponsored by the Kiwanis Club, and
watched the circus and a Major League Baseball
game.

November 2-8

The 13th Anaheim Delegation to Mito
President of the Anaheim Sister City Association,
Bill Daily, led a group of 4 members to Mito. While
here they met with the mayor and city council,
went to various places around Mito, and attended a
welcome reception.

52

F I3[ T A LTEEE A A

2002 s

7TH2B~7A16H
BI8E T F/NA LTHFEREKREA KK

ERAE6 442K F i & dii. TTREICK—
LATALE Lo BEEEHIE. THADZFERL OK
PR s, KEEES) 2L, 1%ES
BLARULAEBE AR S EITVE Lcs E 72
MR - Ba~0RHERC, TN A3
AR (SRR SEM A, MM AR SRIHE,
NHK, Kb b BIEEE, 7777 — FRBE)
~DHEAREEITVE L,

7TH26H~8A11H
F15EKAMEEREKRFEZIRE
MEBEIG AR T ERE - R¥EER
L2005 T F A Lk it TREICHK—
LATALE L o HHEHE, TRFT~DFE
WEAREN AR E A X==T v ., Fy
URY =T 7 —L, T AN—PARZUA, ELE,
S SUL B ICH R B I N T E=HF —am=—n
TZEL Yy R ZuRA AT R) ~DF, F7=
2777 EEOHBES~OME, RV -7
Bl e A I v /=T 4 =R ERFTE L,

July 2-16

The 18th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Six high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Sakuranomaki High School and Mito Commercial
High School. They met with the mayor and city
council as well as visited the Ibaraki Museum of
Modern Art, botanical garden, IBS Radio Station,
NHK Mito broadcasting station, the Oarai Science
Center, and the Oarai aquarium, Aqua World.

July 26-August 11

The 15th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Mutsumi Hosoya, a Mito City school teacher, led
a group of 20 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a homestay
program. While there they visited City Hall,
Disneyland, Knott's Berry Farm, Universal Studios
Hollywood, the city library, and the Mother Colony
House, a state historical landmark. They also
attended a breakfast sponsored by the Kiwanis Club,
aswimming party, and watched a Major League
Baseball game.
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June 28-July 11

The 19th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Six high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
experienced Japanese culture and observed classes
at Tsunezumi Junior High School, Mito Commercial
High School, and Sakuranomaki High School.
They met with the mayor, and city council, visited
Mito Art Tower, Medical Center, the prefectural
police headquarters, prefectural office, Mito
Okushikaizukafureai Park, and the Oarai aquarium,
Aqua World.

October 26-November 2

The 26th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Kouichi Kato led a group of 38 members
to Anaheim. While there they visited the fire
department, convention center, Edison Field, and
some newly built houses. While visiting City Hall,
they presented the city with a complete set of Hina
Dolls which are displayed during the Girl's Festival
in Japan. They also strengthened bonds at a welcome
reception.
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June 22-July 6

The 20th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Four high school students from Anaheim participated
in a homestay program in Mito. While here they
observed classes at Kaminakazuma Elementary
School, Futabadai Junior High School, and Mito
Commercial High School. They met with the mayor
and city council, and visited the prefectural office,
the botanical gardens, Mito Art Tower, and the
Oarai aquarium, Aqua World.

July 23-August 8

The 16th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Naoko Ogawa, a Mito City school teacher, led a group
of 17 high school and college students to Anaheim.
The students participated in a homestay program.
While there they visited City Hall, Disneyland, a
farmers market, a museum, Knott's Berry Farm, and
Universal Studios Hollywood. They also attended
a breakfast sponsored by the Kiwanis Club, had a
beach party, and watched a Major League Baseball
game.
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July 1-15

The 21st Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito
Scott Pakiser, an Anaheim City school teacher,
chaperoned a group of six high school students to
Mito. They participated in a homestay program.
While here they experienced Japanese culture
and observed classes at Inari Dai Ichi Elementary
School, Mito First Junior High School, and
Sakuranomaki High School. They also met with the
mayor and city council, and visited various places
around Mito.

July 29-August 14

The 17th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim
Kyoko Ozone, a Mito City school teacher, led a group
of 15 high school and college students to Anaheim.
The students participated in a homestay program.
While there they visited various place around
Anaheim including City Hall, attended a breakfast
sponsored by the Kiwanis Club, watched a Major
League Baseball game, and took a class at a ballet
school.

November 12-19
The 27th Mito Delegation to Anaheim
Mayor Kouichi Kato led a group of 34 members to

Anaheim. While there they met with the mayor, and
strengthened bonds at a welcome reception.
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June 30-July 13
The 22nd Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito

Bob Anthony, an Anaheim City school teacher,
chaperoned a group of eight high school students to
Mito. They participated in a homestay program. While
here they experienced Japanese culture and observed
classes at Kunita Elementary and Junior High School,
and Sakuranomaki High School.

July 28-August 13
The 18th Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim

Hiromi Yasu, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 15 high school and college students to
Anaheim. The students participated in a home
stay program. While there they visited City Hall,
Sunkist Elementary School, Knott's Berry Farm,
the city library, Disneyland, and the Ronald Reagan
Presidential Library and Museum. They also
attended a breakfast sponsored by the Kiwanis Club,
watched a Major League Baseball game, and took
a ballet class with the dancers from the Anaheim
Ballet.

November 16-19

The 14th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

- The 30th Anniversary of the Sister City
Relationship

President of the Anaheim Sister City Association,
Marge Conway, led a group of 25 members to Mito.
They attended the events of the 30th anniversary of
the sister city relationship between Mito and Anaheim
such as the dedication of a commemorative statue.
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There were various events to commemorate the 30 year relationship between Mito and Anaheim in Nov. 2006

November 17, 2006
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Welcome Reception
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November 18-19, 2006
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Anaheim Festival in Mito International Center
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Remembering Her Wonderful Smile
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Host Family of the Anaheim Student Ambassadors
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Danielle Vargas was a member of the June 2010 Student
Ambassadors Program of Anaheim California. She was a richly
expressive and charming high school student. After her arrival,
everyday was spent learning the usual day to day life together in
Mito. All of the noteworthy locations in Mito were seen, including the
Kodokan and Kairakuen and in neighboring Kasama she experienced
traditional pottery craft. During this time she encountered a
profoundly deep and changing experience that was embedded in her
memory.

The following year, the Great East Japan Earthquake struck Japan,
and the news and images of the disaster flooded the worldwide news
media. Danielle was among the first in America to email friends in
Mito, sending worried messages to those whom she knew.

Soon after this a multitude of encouraging messages were
delivered to the city from the citizens of Anaheim, and all of this was
made possible by Danielle. It was her proposal and organization that
made this exchange possible.

At that time my son was an elementary school student, but when
he became a high school student in 2014 he visited Anaheim as a
student ambassador and had a wonderful experience. Danielle is once
again in contact with Mito and it is important to preserve and build
upon this important bridge between Mito and Anaheim.
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June 30-July 13

The 23rd Anaheim Student Ambassadors to
Mito

Marne Colby, an Anaheim City school teacher,
chaperoned a group of six high school students to
Mito. They participated in a homestay program.
While here they experienced Japanese culture and
observed classes at Senba Elementary School,
Senba Junior High School, and Sakuranomaki High
School. They also took partin a television show
recording at the local NHK broadcasting studio.

July 27-August 12

The 19th Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Yasuko Maruo, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 15 high school and college students to
Anaheim. They participated in a homestay program.
While there they visited City Hall and other places
around Anaheim. They also held a beach party and
watched a Major League Baseball game.

November 11-18

The 28th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Kouichi Kato led a group of 28 members
to Anaheim. While there they attended the re-
dedication of the Mito Moon Bridge and unveiling of
a street named “Mito Walk” as well as attended the
presenting of a plaque commemorating the Sister
City Pact at the newly opened Muzeo Museum and
Culture Center.
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June 27-July 10

The 24th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to
Mito

President of the Anaheim Sister City Association,
Henri Soucy, chaperoned a group of 4 high
school students to Mito. They participated in a
homestay program. While here they experienced
Japanese culture and observed classes at Shinso
Elementary School, Mito 4th Junior High School,
and Sakuranomaki High School. They met with the
mayor and city council, and visited Mito Art Tower,
the prefectural office, Mito Okushikaizukafureai
Park, and the Oarai aquarium, Aqua World.

July 25-August 10

The 20th Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Shinichi Takeda, a Mito City school teacher, led
a group of 15 high school and college students
to Anaheim. They participated in a homestay
program. While there they visited City Hall, Sunkist
Elementary School, Universal Studios Hollywood,
Disneyland, the Richard Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum, the Yorba Linda Regional Park, and
the Muzeo Museum and Culture Center. They also
watched a Major League Baseball game, and took a
class at the Anaheim Ballet.

F20EKFHPEREREZTE

2
~ay Rely, .
O 1,0/

R .
401']

Anniversary

MITO & ANAHEIM

AW

61



2009 | o

6A26H~7H9H
FE25RT7FNALTHEEREKRE
BIRDY a— TANTH L @R E4L N
KEHZHiN. TRECF—LATALEL
Teo WEAEHE, TN (B KFE—H,
IKFRE W HEBRE) L RESE
PHRUKERE A E 2T E L T T
E - BA~oERWFHEC. A iEiES 2
fiEEs AR, KWET, REAFRSLAND -
ANE. T2/TI—AFREE) ~DFM %I To 7%
@ HEBLH vy 2 —CBfEI N TE
Xovur KMl EL,

10A31H~11H6H

FE 15\ 7 F/N A LR {EEE A K
u—Y)—-FruvAHBELBEEL S L7
HBRIKLE Lo MR IR, ALfERE
(F=XFvFREST L, ZEififE, T2T7—L
FRUE) ZHE LG TR - #E~0&
WREATET 7K T T T 120 E4EGT &=L,
ERRIHIRE AT v R T LI L
L7

KEHZEREXFEDRE (Pib)
BRI v I FFRIT DD, KFEHF
EEERFEOIRERAIEICAYE L /0

June 26-July 9

The 25th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to
Mito

Joe Aihara, an Anaheim City school teacher,
chaperoned a group of four high school students
to Mito. They participated in a homestay program.
While here they experienced Japanese culture and
observed classes at Kotobuki Elementary School,
Mito First Junior High School, Sakuranomaki High
School, and Tokiwa University. They also met with
the mayor and city council, and visited various
places around Mito.

October 31-November 6

The 15th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

City Councilwoman Lorri Galloway led a group of 7
members to Mito. While here they visited K's Denki
Stadium, Mito Art Tower, and the Oarai aquarium,
Aquaworld. They met with the mayor and city
council. Attended the 120th Anniversary Ceremony
of Mito as a municipality, and held a sister city
symposium.

Mito Student Ambassadors (Hiatus)

Due to an outbreak of a new strain of influenza, Mito
Student Ambassador Program was not held this
year.
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June 25-July 8

The 26th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to
Mito

Christina Maguire, an Anaheim City school teacher,
chaperoned a group of four high school students
to Mito. They participated in a homestay program.
While here they experienced Japanese culture and
observed classes at Inari Dai Ni Elementary School,
Midorioka Junior High School, Sakuranomaki
High School. They also met with the mayor and city
council, and visited various places around Mito.

July 23-August 8

The 21st Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Yasuyuki Hosoya, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 12 junior high and high school students to
Anaheim. They participated in a homestay program.
While there they visited City Hall and other various
places around Anaheim, and took a tour to San
Diego.

November 11-18

The 29th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

City councilman Tatsuzo Fukushima led a group of
29 members to Anaheim. While there they visited
City Hall and other various places around Anaheim,
and strengthened bonds at a welcome reception.
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April 29-May 1

The 16th Anaheim Delegation to Mito
Member of the Anaheim Sister City Commission,
Sandra A. Day, visited Mito on behalf of Anaheim
to see the damage done by the Great East
Japan Earthquake, and to deliver the letters of
encouragement written by the citizens of Anaheim.
She delivered the letters directly to Mayor Koichi
Kato.

July 1-October 30

You can do it! Mito! -Exhibition of Anaheim's
Letters of Kindness to Mito Opens

After the Great East Japan Earthquake, past
Anaheim student ambassadors led a campaign for
the citizens of Anaheim to write letters of kindness
to the citizens of Mito who were affected by the
earthquake. These letters were put on display. They
show an effort to promote the bond between the two
cities.

Mito Student Ambassadors to Anaheim (Hiatus)
Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito (Hiatus)
Due to the damage from the Great East Japan
Earthquake, the Mito Student Ambassadors to

Anaheim and the Anaheim Student Ambassadors to
Mito programs were not held this year.
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The Bond Between Sister Cities During the Great East Japan Earthquake
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The relationship between Mito and Anaheim bore great fruit from the activity during this unprecedented disaster.

| Thank v-eu for your mﬁ:
April 29, 2011 S S
HEEEZRDOKAICE W= 3,200:@DFHK . % %
Over 3,200 Letters Delivered to Mito Directly After the Disaster el n{‘z;_’ga
20114E 3 A 11 HICHA L e B HARRE KL, /KFHIC ;j !
bREANEIELE L 720 KB, T A LTS AL
BT i % i 7 F A X =T TP e —

L I T P
'Sﬂl @ fpuda vt ob Wnba mm
C (Shlsspegiosit<1,)
BRON M G de (oh Lo eRBTR)

AXADIFEHFIC LD ZRAWEEELZ T KFHE
~ELDOFHRE LD F vV BEfEINE Lo T
FAALHR 2 HE SN FHKIEHY 3,200@ICH DITD
EXR= 1D B L5, FIFEAAL 7FH A L GiRE
HREARBY VR - FAKRSEEEHE LOKFEH & 3t
FRE RS —THRCFELE L.

TNHOFHIE, [H LI MITO | ~TF A Lhsb
DINE Ay £ — VB~ TERIN, FEILOLRAET
ZLOKFHROBCHN., $EHOBEZIEZLLFR
PKFHRAODEFELNE L 20124, KFHi%
HHBEBRER T FAALHEHEILS THAL LHRA~D
M OBEEEAE Lk CNOLDTMEBEL 2LHIC K
D, MHOMRIV—TEREE L0

i Eixve— /Ek&ﬁ‘c‘(ﬂf:
Pttt losto iy d) O TFNALAOBEERR b

K KFONREEAEWRSE

! -

WERELBORRET TN LHRIEADHEKE

June 17, 2013

FTHEEREEERRRE
(MRIBKEE) 2% E

Minister of Internal Affairs and
Communications Award

TS5 LR & Avy IKF i & T F A Laifi & i
IREC T AR D MBA & MR AN BRI EEAE R
KPEMET D [ HTREIBBEREBRSREY BRE
H) I 2ZHELE L7,

20136 A 17H, EFHTRERO KR TILILR—ILBEI TIThh - RER

65



2012 | w2

7TH27H~8H5H
F22EKFMEEREKRFELZIRE
BAETEHRZREL THEAE - GKE
10 AR T F A LT ZFN TTRECHK—L
ATALE Lo Ty BIEOHRHARKERK
OIICT FAALTHRPDEONHEL D
FHRICH L, B#OKEHELET F [ LTHE
IR % L7,

10A28H~11A4H
58 30 EIKFHEEIE % iRE

EBETREEZHIREL 222408 T F 4L
MafLE L, WEPE, ALERE
(FAR==F VP, THFAALFER, £47—
Uy XFE v A—, Tyl b=’
2EM TVEAREY T L) BB G0
MR ET~ORBEF LB € 7> aviC
HFE LS TREDOZHREZEDE Lo

TINALHTZEREREDOZA (Fib)

BERETNIIHEITOEBIC L2 E~DK
By TIA A LHHOBRLEICEY, 7
FA LTTFAERERZ AFEEHIEL
DEL7%o

July 27-August5

The 22nd Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Kumiko Mori, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 10 junior high and high school students to
Anaheim. They participated in a homestay program.
They gave their thanks to the people of Anaheim for
sending the letters of kindness after the Great East
Japan Earthquake.

October 28-November 4

The 30th Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Yasushi Takahashiled a group of 21 members
to Anaheim. While there they visited City Hall,
Disneyland, Western High School, the Tiger
Woods Learning Center, Extron Electronics USA
headquarters, and Angels Stadium. They also
strengthened bonds at a welcome reception.

Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito (Hiatus)
Due to the worry of radiation from the nuclear power
plant leak in Fukushima, the Anaheim Student

Ambassadors to Mito program was not held this
year.
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June 17

Awarded the 7th CLAIR International
Affiliation and Exchange Commendation

The Mito International Association was awarded
the “International Affiliation and Exchange
Commendation” by the Council of Local Authorities
for International Relations and the Minister for
Internal Affairs. They were awarded for the many
years of exchanges as sister cities, keeping its
citizens as the main focus; and how both cities dealt
with disaster while keeping each other informed
after the earthquake.

July 26-August 11

The 23rd Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Chie Hirotsu, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of 10 junior high and high school students to
Anaheim. They participated in a homestay program.

August 27-29

The 17th Anaheim Delegation to Mito
Member of the Anaheim Sister City Commission,
Mark Lopez, visited Mito on behalf of Anaheim.
While here he met with the mayor, and visited
various places around Mito.

Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito (Hiatus)
The Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito program
was not held this year.
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July 25-August 3

The 24th Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Shusaku Koukawa, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of eight junior high and high school students
to Anaheim. They participated in a homestay
program.

October 26-November 2

The 31st Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Yasushi Takahashiled a group of 25 members
to Anaheim. This year marked the 25th anniversary
of Yuichi Hataya being given the title “Honorary
Mayor of Anaheim.” A plaque was unveiled and
dedicated at the Anaheim Civic Center's Mito
Square.

November 15-21

The 18th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

Mito City Assistant English Teacher (AET) program
recruiter, Henri Soucy, visited Mito. He observed
English classes taught by AETs, and discussed the
future of the AET recruitment program at the Mito
City Educational Research Center.

Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito (Hiatus)
The Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito program
was not held this year.
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April 14-15

The 19th Anaheim Delegation to Mito

Katie Filbeck, an Anaheim English teacher for Mito
Student Ambassadors, came to Mito and visited
public facilities such as Mito International Center,
Art Tower Mito, The Joyo Historical Materials
Museum, Kairakuen Park and Anaheim Plaza.
She also paid a courtesy visit to the Mito City
Educational Research Center as well as interacted
with former Mito Student Ambassadors.

July 24-August 3

The 25th Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Head of the Mito City Educational Research Center,
Shizuo Ono, led a group of eight junior high and
high school students to Anaheim. They participated
in a homestay program. While there they visited
City Hall, the fire department, Disneyland, and the
Muzeo Museum and Cultural Center. They held a
beach party, and watched a Major League Baseball
game and a circus performance.

Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito (Hiatus)
The Anaheim Student Ambassadors to Mito program
was not held this year.
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June 25-July 5

The 27th Anaheim Student Ambassadors to
Mito

Members of the Anaheim Sister City Commission,
Jackie Filbeck and Jeanne Tran, chaperoned a
group of six high school students to Mito. They
participated in a homestay program. While here
they experienced Japanese culture and observed
classes at Inari Dai Ichi Elementary School, Mito
Second Junior High School, Chigakukan Secondary
School, and Sakuranomaki High School.

July 22-August 2

The 26th Mito Student Ambassadors to
Anaheim

Takeshi Nakamura, a Mito City school teacher, led a
group of eight junior high and high school students
to Anaheim. They participated in a homestay
program. While there they visited City Hall, and
various places around Anaheim held a beach party
and watched a Major League Baseball game.

October 16-23

The 32nd Mito Delegation to Anaheim

Mayor Yasushi Takahashiled a group of 25 members
to Anaheim. They attended the 40th Anniversary of
the Sister City Pact Ceremony. In commemoration
of the 40 year relationship, Anaheim named a street
near City Hall, “Mito Way.”
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I was with the Anaheim Sister Cities Association from 2005-2010. It was an honor
for me to be their treasurer from 2005-2008 and then the president from 2008-2009.
Lastly, [ was treasurer again from 2009-2010. I came with my wife and the 25 member
Anaheim Delegation to Mito in November 2006 to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of
the Sister City relationship between Anaheim and Mito. It was a trip I will remember
for the rest of my life.

From 2005-2010, I was in charge of the annual Student Ambassador Program for
the Anaheim students going to Mito each June and then the Mito students coming to
Anaheim each July. It was truly fulfilling for me to coordinate the Anaheim student
ambassadors that would be selected each year to go to Mito for the two weeks. We
spent many hours preparing the Anaheim students to be student ambassadors and
introducing them to the Japanese culture as representatives of Anaheim. I derived
just as much pleasure from planning and executing the two week visits for the Mito
students to Anaheim as I did in arranging for their host families of which my wife and I
were also a part of each year. I was also responsible for securing a teacher that would
teach the Mito students our American values and history in a fun and exciting way, and
for arranging for their sightseeing to places such as Disneyland, the Angels baseball
game, Universal Studios, San Diego, Sea World, a beach party, and the educational
visits to our police and fire departments along with a visit to City Hall and a meeting
with the mayor of Anaheim. It was always hard to say good-bye to the Mito students
who also were overcome with emotion because the two weeks would go by so fast. I
still to this day keep in touch with so many of the Mito students via Facebook, emails
and letters. Many have come back to Anaheim and we have hosted them for a few
days. Whenever I have come to Mito to visit, the Mito students go out of their way to
greet me and we spend time together.

One of my favorite memories was when, for two weeks in June and July 2008, I was
the chaperone to Mito who came with the four Anaheim students: Derrick Schisler,
Gilbert Ceballos, Lizbeth Garcia, and Joanna Chen. They were four absolutely
exceptional student ambassadors. Mr. Wang Weiya with the Mito City International
Association arranged for the most amazing two week student exchange. Every day
was unique and special. I was so honored to be with those students as we visited many
schools and sites in Mito. We took a day trip to Tokyo. We had a special meeting
with Mayor Kato and exchanged gifts. There was a reception party at the Mito City
International Association for the Anaheim students and their host families plus many
Mito students that had come to Anaheim in the past. Plus I was so honored to meet
with Mr. Yuichi Hataya, a man I truly respected who was responsible for starting the
Sister City Program between the two cities. He went out of his way to make me feel
comfortable.

In conclusion, I am a better person for having been part of the Anaheim and Mito
sister city relationship. I feel so blessed to have made a difference in so many lives;
both the students from both cities and their host families. I have such a great respect
for Japanese culture and what the sister
city relationship has meant both to the
citizens of Mito and Anaheim. I am so
humbled to have been part of the sister
city exchange that truly honors the

cultures of Mito, Japan and Anaheim,
USA.

71



T EAD“FELHL” EDOH SN,
FOANEZENCLTNE Lo
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Being involved with the Anaheim Sister City Commission has truly been a
rewarding and life changing experience. I've learned so much and made so many
new friends during my time as a commissioner. The program is exceptional and
blends our two cultures together beautifully. I've been working with the Student
Ambassador Program for almost five years now and I'm still excited to see the
new group from Mito arrive each summer. We have so much fun together and
their visits are something I look forward to all year. It’s a time of learning about
our different lives and finding that common ground we all share as human beings.
We make permanent, lasting relationships and those friendships continue after
they go home to Japan. I've kept in contact with several of the students and many
of them have returned to visit Anaheim and their host families. I feel like I've
adopted many children over the years! It’s a joy to see them grow and mature
into young adulthood. I am always excited to share our wonderful American
heritage and culture with our Japanese visitors. The sister city program gives us
all amazing opportunities to gain knowledge about each other and build strong
connections. I'm grateful to be a part of such a great association!

Last year I was fortunate enough to accompany our American students on their
trip to Japan as part of the cultural exchange. It was life changing for me. The
beauty of Japan and its lovely people left a lasting impression that will stay with
me for the rest of my life. We all learned so much and experienced an amazing
country through the excellent guidance of our gracious sister city partners and
wonderful host families. The opportunity we were given through this program was
exceptional and we all took home a profound appreciation of all that was done for
us, realizing that we were given an experience that was only possible through this
organization. It made a lasting impression on every single student who went, as
well as giving us all memories that will stay with us forever.

My hope for this program is that it continues on forever to enrich the lives
of everyone involved and that through it our connection between the City of
Anaheim and Mito grows even stronger. I'd love to see our students return
to Japan on their own, as so many of the Japanese students have come back to
visit us. Continuing our sister city relationship and cultural exchange provides
opportunities and possibilities for all of us. It's a way to build relationships which
benefit both of our cities through education, tourism and economic development.
Learning about each other opens doors to better understanding and ways for us
to work together. Our sister city partnership is a wonderful example of friendship
between two cultures that continues to strengthen and deepen over time. I'm
honored to be part of that connection!
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Kathryn Vergara
(The 22nd Anaheim Student Ambassador)
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Derrick Schisler
(The 24th Anaheim Student Ambassador)
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Akiko Otsu

(The 6th Mito Student Ambassador)

KA FEER
(55 5 [RIK 7 i A B K fe)
Jiro Oki

(The 5th Mito Student Ambassador)
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What my experience in the Sister Cities
Exchange has brought to me.
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Kenichi Iimura Scott Pakiser
(The 32nd Mito Delegation) (Chaperone of the 21st Anaheim Student Ambassadors)
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Eriko limura
(The 17th Mito Student Ambassador)
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| am teaching English in Mito now because of
my experience as a student ambassador.
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In the future | think I'd like to work at a position

that helps with the exchange between both cities.
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Derrick Schisler

Both Kathryn and Derrick visited Mito while still in
high school as student ambassadors from Anaheim.
During that time they had the chance to experience
the charm of Mito. Because of that, they are now
here a second time as AETs (Assistant English
Teachers) and are teaching English to children.

Kathryn I participated in the Anaheim Student
Ambassador Program in 2006 when I was 17, and stayed
in Mito for two weeks. I was in the high school brass band
and I knew Mr. Henri Soucy (the current president of the
Anaheim Sister Cities Association) from there. He was the
one who introduced me to the program.

My first experience in Mito remains truly fresh in
my mind. I got to see the city’s elementary schools, go
to Sakuranomaki High School which my host family's
daughter was attending, and they took me to the fish
market. My host family was wonderful, and even though
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Born in Whittier, California and grew up in Buena Park,
California. She graduated from John F. Kennedy High School
in La Palma, California and continued on to California State
University, Long Beach. During and after attending university,
she worked at Knott's Berry Farm and Disneyland. Her hobbies
are writing, art, video games, crafting, and photography.

I couldn’t speak any Japanese, I still remember the fun
times I had. The singular most troubling experience;
however, was the summer humidity of Japan which we
don’t have in California. And the bugs! I was a bit annoyed
by how many bugs there were. (laughter)

Derrick I came to Mito in 2008 when I was 17 as part of
the Anaheim Student Ambassador Program. When I was
in high school they were, oddly enough, offering Japanese
classes. So before I came to Mito I had been studying
Japanese language, culture, and history. When I actually
arrived in Mito I was really excited.

My host family was really amazing and I really felt that
what they taught at school about Japanese people being
“gracious and warm-hearted” was true. On the other hand,
I felt the Japanese were very straight-laced and sometimes
lacked a sense of humor, but the mayor at the time, Mr.
Kato, was very funny and I remember having a good time
because of him.

— Did the two of you decide to work as Mito City
AETs (Assistant English Teachers) because of your
experiences as student ambassadors?

Kathryn Yes. Ileft Americain 2015 and am currently
teaching English at a junior high school and a nursery
school. The nursery students are really innocent and
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Born in Anaheim, California. He graduated from Loara High
School in Anaheim and continued on to the California State
University, Long Beach. During and after attending university,
he worked as a children's summer camp counselor for 5 years.
His hobbies are reading, studying Japanese, cycling, and
exploring new places.
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Wearing Kimono with Host Mother
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Participating in English class at 2nd JHS

Visiting 2nd JHS and helping with cleaning time

very cute. At junior high school I participate in “team
teaching” with the other teachers. The first year students,
in particular, seemed to be having trouble with native
English, but when I slowed down and pronounced things
clearly then they got more and more used to my English
and now we have a good classroom environment.

Derrick I'm teaching at an elementary school so rather
than worrying about textbooks, I'm doing my best to try
and teach the students natural English. Depending on the
situation, sometimes I'll use a little Japanese and the kids
will laugh because of how strange it sounds. But on the
flip side, I'm doing that with the hopes that my students
will realize that even when they speak English, and even if
they make a mistake, they have nothing to be embarrassed
about.

Kathryn Even with that said, Japanese kids are really
good about studying. The Japanese teachers are really
passionate about their jobs too, so it’s easy to get worn out
working with them. (laughter) I'm constantly impressed

by their enthusiasm.

—How would you describe the appeal of living in Mito?
Derrick Because I came from California, I couldn’t help
falling in love with the seasons in Mito. The fall scenery
was gorgeous. I came in April, so I haven’t experienced
the plum blossoms yet though. I'm looking forward to this
year.

Kathryn The same goes for me. For the same place to
change with the seasons is refreshing and really shows the
appeal of living in Mito.

Derrick During our last holiday, I rode my scooter to
Oarai and Hitachitaga. How close both the mountains and
sea are really make Mito an appealing place to live.
Kathryn I went to the Kasahara Festival to do some
shopping. And Mito provides convenient access to Tokyo,
so I can enjoy going shopping in the city. I think Mito’s
best point is how you can enjoy both nature and daily life in
the city.
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with them for a long time.

—What do you think about the Mito-Anaheim Sister City
relationship?

Kathryn When I was invited to this special interview for
the 40th Anniversary Memory Book, I began to look back
on the path that led me here and I feel that the Sister City
Exchange holds a very important meaning for me. It is my
sincere hope that both cities continue the exchange.

It’s unfortunate, but due to family obligations I'll be

going back to America in half a year. Of course I would like
to come back to Japan and just thinking about leaving my
students so soon makes me very sad. [ hope the English
they studied and the things they learned about America
stay with them for a long time.
Derrick The Sister City Exchange has also had a
big impact on me. After I'd gone to Mito as a student
ambassador that first time, I recommended the program to
the younger students at my high school, and my family also
hosted a student from Mito.

I just arrived in Mito, but I'm thinking that I'd like to
be here for at least 2 or 3 years. I'd like to see how the
elementary schoolers I'm teaching right now grow in the
future. I'd also like to take part in the Sister City Exchange
activities while being involved in education. Perhaps
I might even work here (the Mito City International
Association). (laughter)
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teaching right now grow in the future.
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| was able to become aware of the importance of
diversity early on.
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Akiko Otsu
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This was not just a sightseeing trip, but a precious

experience that gave me courage.

AR ZEB

Jiro Oki

Ms. Otsu participated in the Student Ambassador
Program in 1993 in her second year of college, and
Mr. Oki in 1992 during his second year of high school.
This official program was not just sightseeing for
these two as it later became the foundation that
helped build their international careers.

Ms. Otsu I studied abroad in America for one year when I
was a high school student, and when I was in my second year
of college I participated in the Anaheim Student Ambassador
Program. Right when I was thinking I'd like to go overseas
again, my mother found out about the program through a
city news report and phoned me saying, “You should go!”,
so I applied. At that time college students were also able to
apply. Of course, this was different from just going abroad
to play, and had the appeal of being an officially recognized
public program which did a lot to put my parents at ease.
Afterwards, when [ had come back to Japan and graduated
from college, I went to America again and stayed there from
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Born in Mito. She graduated from Mito First Senior High School, and
continued on to the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, and then on to The
Graduate School of Claremont Colleges in America for her doctorate. After
graduation she worked as an educational think tank researcher (USA), an
English teacher, a university staff member, and as a representative of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Japan). Her hobby is traveling overseas.

1998 through 2009. For about the first three years or so I
stayed with my Anaheim host family. At that time, the school
was far enough away that I had to go by car so they told me, “Why
don’t you stay with us?” I'm so thankful to them.

Mr. Oki I'm afraid that in my case, my story isn’t quite
as grand as Ms. Otsu’s. (laughter) When I was in my
second year of high school, my parents suggested I take
part in the Student Ambassador Program. I had never
been overseas before so my two week stay made quite
the impression on me. After that I went to college,
graduated, got a job with JTB, and after I'd been with the
company for two years, I ended up being a tour guide for
the adult Goodwill Delegation ambassadors.

—— What kinds of things did you do when you stayed in
Anaheim?

Mr. Oki During the weekdays there was something
planned for every day. Language training, meeting the
mayor, and I went to see a baseball game.

Ms. Otsu The Anaheim Angels! We got to watch from
special VIP seating in a booth right next to where the
announcer was commentating.

Mr. Oki When the weekend came, I saw the neighborhood
and went on trips with my whole host family.

Ms. Otsu In my case, I had two people act as my host
family, but we stayed together at a mountain lodge near a
lake with other host families who they knew well. It was fun.
Mr. Oki Oh, I just remembered this, but for breakfast [ was
bombarded with Corn Flakes. (laughter) Every morning
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Born in Mito. He graduated from Mito First Senior High School and
continued on to Waseda University. After graduating, he began working for
JTB. He worked at the Mito branch office, the Nagaoka branch office, and
at JTB China in Shanghai. Currently he works in corporate sales at the Mito
branch office and is primarily engaged in inbound consulting. His hobbies
are traveling and watching sports.
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Memories of the breakfast we ate for 2 weeks
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host families

we had Corn Flakes, and for dinner we had lasagna for
about three days. At my age I'd get tired of that now, but at
the time it was a new experience and a lot of fun.

—What did you walk away with from this experience?
Mr. Oki These days there’s talk of young people not
wanting to try to go overseas on their own. But when I look
back on my experience, once I finally dared to go overseas
it was a completely different experience to be able to see it
for myself rather than experiencing it through the internet.
Because I had the opportunity to be a student ambassador in
high school, it really broadened my horizons and even after I
went to college I found I had the courage to take month-long
trips overseas by myself every summer vacation.

I went to America again, and to China, and around Asia.

I realize that such experiences have become an important
part of who Iam.
Ms. Otsu I, too, was very impacted by my experience
as a student ambassador. When you become a student
ambassador and go to Anaheim, they have a program there
where you learn about American history. I decided to ask
my host family about where they had come from. When
Ilistened I heard about how, for example, some people
emigrated from France or Italy and each person can trace
back their roots. I remember thinking, “Wow. The word
‘American’ really encompasses a lot of different people”.

I also learned a lot about LGBT and immigrants during
daily school life. I feel this has finally become a topic of
discussion in Japan too. It’s held a huge meaning for me
that I was able to go abroad and become aware of the
importance and existence of diversity early on.

Mr. Oki Having the experience of being an Anaheim
student ambassador is completely different from just
simple sightseeing, don’t you think?

Ms. Otsu Yes, I do. When you go as a first or second year
high school student, I think it really leaves an impression
on you; it made me think about the future and broadened
my horizons so I really want a lot of other people to make
use of this opportunity.
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I'm so thankful to my host family who let me stay
with them for three years.

—Tell us about your jobs.

Mr. Oki I have always worked for JTB, and in 2013 1
worked at the Shanghai office for one year. Since then, I
have returned to the local Mito branch to oversee sales.
I now mainly work as an inbound consultant to bring
foreigners into Mito and Ibaraki.

Ms. Otsu As for me, after I returned from America in
2009 I worked at the Embassy of Japan in the Kingdom
of Tonga in the South Pacific as a representative of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It was a job worth doing, but the
environment and my physical condition didn’t agree with
one another so I returned home. After that, I worked at the
university in Tokyo, then came back to Mito and worked as
an English teacher. Right now I'm in the middle of looking
to start a new career.

Mr. Oki How many countries have you been to so far, Ms.
Otsu? When I counted the other day, it was just short of 30
for me.

Ms. Otsu I've been to 35! We’ve both been to a lot of
countries, haven’t we? I spent a lot of time as a student so
now I'm happily earning money, and whenever I save up a
little I use it to go on trips. Right now I'm planning a trip to
Hawaii with my relatives, so I'm really glad to have met you
today. When this interview is finished please give me some
advice, okay? (laughter)

The Mito Delegations have already visited Anaheim 27
times. Now we send them once every two years, but until
2000 we visited every year.

homestay and hosting students, many people still get in
touch with each other. Thanks for that experience, a lot of
people go abroad to study and work there.
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| dared to go overseas and experience things for myself.
This has become an important part of who l am. _
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| was able to socialize with the people involved with
the Sister City Program, including the Mayor.
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Kenichi limura
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| personally feel that my experience as a student
ambassador is still connected to my life now.

BRAY T

Eriko limura

As well as working for the city of Mito, Mr. limura
is very active in the international community in his
town. He traveled to Anaheim in 2016 as a member
of the Mito Delegation and participated in the
40th Anniversary of the Sister City Pact Ceremony.
His daughter, Eriko, participated in the 2005 Mito
Student Ambassador Program.

Kenichi Iworked at the Uchihara Town Hall until it
combined with Mito, and I became an employee of Mito City
Hall. I retired in March 2016, and now I work for the Mito
City Tourism Bureau. I've always tried my best to socialize
with the international community, but about 25 years
ago the town I lived in started the Uchihara International
Communication Society which continues to this day as the
Mito Uchihara International Communication Society. Since
that time, Mr. Wang of the Mito International Association
has attended many of our gatherings.

Eriko From a young age I had many opportunities to
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Originally from Mito (Formally Uchihara-machi), after graduating from Meiji
University with a major in political science and economics he began working
at the Uchihara town hall in 1978. In 2016 he retired from working at Mito
city hall, and now focuses his efforts on promoting Mito as managing
director of the Mito City Tourism Bureau.

interact with people from other countries; I would be taken
along to many international society events, and my family
would often open their house for homestay hosting. I never
felt awkward around foreign people, and I think that was
because it was part of my everyday life.

—Eriko, you were a student ambassador when you were
in college, correct?

Eriko Yes, it was the summer of the year I turned 20. My
father told me about the program. It sounded interesting, so
Tapplied.

Kenichi I believed she could broaden her horizons if she
took part in such a program as a student.

Eriko My two week homestay was so much fun. What made
a lasting impression was how beautiful and well organized
the city was.

Even though it was my first time abroad, I'm glad I was able
to experience it as a student. At the time [ was chosen, I was
told to support the international exchange in my area. I, at
the time, took those obscure words to heart, and did what I
could to help the exchange as an ambassador. However, at
that time, I had no intention of returning to Mito. I was still
uncertain about what I wanted to do in the future.

—Currently, what kind of work do you do?

Eriko After graduating college in Tokyo, I currently work
at the Ibaraki Prefectural Office. I've wanted to work as
a civil servant for a long time. That could have been my
father’s influence.
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Visiting the Anaheim police station
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Originally from Mito, after graduating from Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies, she began working at the Ibaraki prefectural office in 2008. From
2013-2015 she worked at the Council of Local Authorities for International
Relations, and has experience working in South Korea. She now works for
the prefecture in the international department.
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The student ambassadors

The Rally Monkey she bought at Angel Stadium

Kenichi Inever told her to be just like me, this was a
decision she made on her own.

Eriko I was transferred to many different departments,
but at the end of my 5th year I applied for an opening at the
Council of Local Authorities for International Relations
(CLAIR). I worked at the main offices in Tokyo for one
year, and then was transferred to South Korea for two
years. In Korea, I worked as a bridge between Korea and
the local Japanese government. Now I am at the Ibaraki
Prefecture’s International Department where I work to
promote international exchange and cooperation. My
department’s main focus is the JET program, a program
that is supported by CLAIR and the Japanese government
which invites people from different countries and places
them in Assistant Language Teacher (ALT) positions, and
international relations positions at city halls and prefectural
offices. Currently, the International Department is very
global, with members from Australia, France, and America.
All three of them are very good at Japanese, so most of our
conversations are in Japanese. (laughter).

Kenichi I currently work on promoting Mito at the Mito
City Tourism Bureau. In April, Ibaraki started a new
department focusing on attracting foreigners to visit Mito
by highlighting the interesting aspects of the city with hopes
that many different people will visit Mito.

— s there anything you are expecting from the Mito
International Association in the future?

Kenichi Lastyear I got the chance to go to Anaheim as part
of the Mito Delegation and attended the 40th anniversary
ceremony. It was a great experience; [ was able to socialize
with the people involved with the Sister City Program,
including the mayor, and was shown around the city council.
In the future, I think that Mito will become more
international with more tourists from around the world, and
more people from other countries coming to live in Mito.
Because of this I believe the role of the Mito International
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| believe the role of the Mito International
Association will become more comprehensive in

this growing global society. /i
1/// -

Association will become more comprehensive. I anticipate it
will become an organization available to many more people
in the years to come.

Eriko Mito and Anaheim has have a wonderful, historic
40 years of friendship, but I don’t think many citizens
know about it. After the Great East Japan Earthquake,
the children of Anaheim wrote thousands of encouraging
messages, and the special ambassador delivered those
letters not one month after the earthquake. This act
of friendship was recognized by CLAIR as Mito was
awarded the CLAIR International Affiliation and Exchange
Commendation. The Mito International Association is at
the heart of amazing actions such as this. My hope is that
more citizens learn about such a historic organization. I too
will do my part in promoting this wonderful relationship any
chance I get.
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ore people to know about this wonderful
ange that has continued for 40 years.
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It is my pleasure to look after and help the young people experiencing life overseas for the first time.
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Scott Pakiser
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While working as a Japanese teacher at Loara High
School in Anaheim, Mr. Pakiser, who has spent many
years involved in the activities of the Anaheim Sister
City Association and become a good advisor to
students headed to Japan, was asked to reflect back
on his memories of past exchange activities.

Scott Atage 19 I went to Japan for the first time and I
taught conversational English while studying the language
and culture. I then returned to the US, but I wanted to
make the most of my experience staying in Japan and now
had the desire to find work that strengthened the ties
between Japan and the US. When looking for a job to make
that happen, I learned of a position to teach Japanese at a
high school in Anaheim and in 1997, I became a Japanese
teacher at Loara High School.

—So you became involved with the activities of the Mito-
Anaheim Sister City Cultural Exchange through working at
Anaheim High School?
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He was born in Denver, Colorado. He graduated from the University of
Colorado in 1987. He was a conversational English teacher in Osaka
following graduation. After coming back to the United States, he worked in
high school at Anaheim as Japanese teacher. His hobbies are reading and
riding a motorcycle.

Scott Yes, Mito and Anaheim are bound together though
a sister city relationship and ASCA has been sending
Anaheim students to Mito for many years. In working with
ASCA, I came to understand the gist of the various cultural
activities and appreciate the deep history of the sister city
relationship. I really wanted to help with the sister city
exchanges. Many of my students were interested in going
to Japan, so while helping with the activities of the ASCA 1
started to support them with the selection of the Anaheim
students we sent to Mito to act as student ambassadors and

go on homestay.

—Exactly how do you support these students?
Scott For the high school students who were chosen
as student ambassadors, we get together two or three
times before they go to Japan and I tell them about my own
experiences staying in Japan, such as how to bathe in Japan,
how to use chopsticks, and rules of Japanese high schools.
It has been more than 10 years, but on one occasion, I
was able to visit Mito with them. Our visit with the students
and teachers at Sakuranomaki High School left a great
impression on me. Also, we had the opportunity to meet
the mayo of Mito and I remember being very surprised at
being treated as a VIP. I'm no VIP, but as a representative
of Anaheim I was proud to play a role in deepening the
relationship between our sister cities.

— You are also active in welcoming the Goodwill
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Supporting these students has become a
precious and irreplaceable experience
for me as well.

Ambassadors when they come to Anaheim from Mito,
right?

Scott Yes, I also assist with the visiting Mito students.
While the Mito students are visiting, I have also taught
them English. There are special activities prepared
every day for the student ambassadors so I've spent from
morning till night with the Mito students.

In addition to studying, we took them to an Angels’ game,
Disneyland, the beach, and even to visit the mayor’s office.
The students experienced being treated as VIPs and were
delighted. It was a busy two weeks, but I was really sad to
see them go home. Even all the students were in tears.
It was a short time, but we formed a very deep trusting
relationship.

—In the future, how do you think you would you like to be
involved in the sister city exchange activities?

Scott I myself experienced going to different countries
when I was young and I learned just how vast this world is.
Learning even just a little about other countries’ unique
culture and language when I was young has been an
important experience.

I think most of the young people who become student
ambassadors of both Anaheim and Mito are going overseas
for the first time. Just like when I was young, I believe those
first precious experiences of those students will always
stay in their hearts. It is my pleasure to look after and help
the young people experiencing this and it has become a
precious and irreplaceable experience for me as well. In
the future, I want to continue to support the Sister City
Exchange activities as much as possible.
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Name List of Mito Student Ambassadors
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Ms. June Lowry

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kitano

Mr. & Mrs. Barney Conway
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Simmons Mr. & Mrs. Howard Polzin Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez

Mr. & Mrs. Wil Lirette Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lawicki Mr. & Mrs. Knox

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Jungkeit Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern Ms. Toni Duldulad

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Brady Mr. & Mrs. Steve Blate Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Ament
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Ament Mr. & Mrs. Bob Cashuman
Mr. & Mrs. Barney Conway
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Kazarian

Mr. & Mrs. Scotty Scott

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lawicki Ms. June Lowry
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Ament Mr. & Mrs. Jim Arduino
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern Mr. & Mrs. Chris Jarvi
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Lawicki Ms. June Lowry

Mr. & Mrs. John Poole Mr. & Mrs. Buddy Scott
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Ament
Mrs. Bob Kazarian

Ms. Connie Miles

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Tisthammer

Mrs. Audrey Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Leicht
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez

Ms. June Lowry
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Mr. & Mrs. Paul Carey
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Grandfield Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Clive
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Jungkeit
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez

Mr. & Mrs. Dirk Dewolfe

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Ontiveros

K £+ (F3)
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g T (R D

NE BT (B
ek i (Fi2)
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Mr. & Mrs. Larry Clive

Ms. Judy Jurman

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez
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HhL F GERD
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I AT (RK2)
riN sERE (52 )
Hle SR (R 2)

Mr. & Mrs. Barney Conway
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Kazarian
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Pepper
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=X b (FEARD

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald HeffernMr. &

Mr. & Mrs. Robert La Magna

Mr. & Mrs. John Poole
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Ball Mr. & Mrs. Jim Fukushima
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Lamagna

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Resch

Ms. Joice Holmes
Mr. & Mrs. George Nite

Ms. June Lowry

FORKPMFEREKRME | 19934F (FK5F) TH308~8A15H

FEH : Za12eryA204 | HIR : FE 2T

B (BE3) il Bt ORE3) gk wse OEe) FEE B (B2)
R BE (R¥2) /MEE— G2 I wo A ORF5) i Bk (R¥:2)
IREESE (ERe2)  EFET ORE2) B ERI (ER2) e R (B 2)
A mitF (Fk2) AR &g OE3)

Anaheim Host Families
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Alvarez
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Kazarian
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Parke

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bostwick
Ms. June Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. John Poole
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr. Ed Alario

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bostwick
Ms. Cindy Floriani
Ms. June Lowry Mr. & Mrs. John Poole

Ms. Meling Wang
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bostwick
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Kazarian
Ms. Hortensia Tafolla

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink
Ms. Susan Klaren
Mr. & Mrs. Davis Taylor

Ms. June Lowry
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Doug Autenrieth Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bostwick

Ms. Hortensia Tafolla

Ms. Hortensia Tafolla

Mr. & Mrs. Don Bourgeois
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Simon

A TR (ER3) A T (ER2)

Mr. & Mrs. Jay Tomlinson

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink

B T (F2) ATEAGT (B2
BB 2 (R 2) Eiff AETF (R¥D
A e K2 ik T OR#3)

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Glascow Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez

L IEWE (Eke2)  RERRICF (R D)
NIk HAT (@3 Ak EE (FR2)
T E (A2 A BT (SE2)

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez Mr. & Mrs. Willy Mendez

Mr. & Mrs. Davis Taylor

K BT (W52 KRBT (2
R BER (KD M B (e 2)
BB A (RED) K B (T5HR2)

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Durbin

Ms. Hortensia Tafolla

ZREWE (REED  MBERT (R¥2)
W AL (K 2) T % (EkR2)
A RIE (ER2) BN ERE (ER2)

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern

Mr. & Mrs. John Poole
Mr. & Mrs. Don Yourstone

i BB (B2 R BA (Si2)
e 58 (R%:3) M KPE (R#D
AR =258 (BRE3) 0 T (B 2)

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings
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Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern
Mr. & Mrs. John Poole

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamine Kahookele
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Simon

Ms
Ms

F10EKREFHEEREKE | 19974 (FEK9%E) 7TH31H~8H16H
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bostwick Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cornelius
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern
Mr. & Mrs. John Poole Mr. & Mrs. Richard La Rochelle
Lee Sohl Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Solari

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez
Mr. & Mrs. Davis Taylor

.June Lowry

. Hortensia Tafolla

M EF (B2 B RRT (&2 B ET @GR
B BT (B2 PR ET @RS Ik Rx (Eik2)
HA M ORFED IR EE (EKR2) AT (EkK2)

Mr
Ms
Mr
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Bauman Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bostwick
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Heffern
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez Mr. & Mrs. Frank Miser
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Simon Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Solari

N R (RFD)
B noTF (B2 FF BT (HK2)

. & Mrs. Edmiston Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Simon

.June Lowry
. & Mrs. Chad Sidles
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Mr. & Mrs. Dick Clark Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamine Kahookele ~ Ms. June Lowry

Mr
Mr
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Bostwick Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Bowman

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Benjamine Kahookele

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Miser Mr. & Mrs. John Poole

. & Mrs. John Poole Mr. & Mrs. Richard La Rochelle

. & Mrs. Davis Taylor

AR e (@3 dEILET (ERK2) A ZHE (B 2)
D HEE (SR 2) SR B (FR2) O ET (Ek2)
A A (S WEE E#(RF¥D A HE (K¥2)
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Clark Mr. & Mrs. Dean Enoch

Mr
Mr
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Cesar Bran Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Caldwell
Mr. & Mrs. Edger Gonzalez Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mendez Mr. & Mrs. Frank Miser

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Solari Mr. & Mrs. Rick Youngman

. & Mrs. Paul Kott
. & Mrs. Dick La Rochelle

Ms. June Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. Davis Taylor

T B (R 4) B 1 (R#4) Ty Bt (K¥2)
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Mr. & Mrs. Barney Conway Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink

Mr
Mr
Mr

. & Mrs. Paul Kott
. & Mrs. John Poole
. & Mrs. Eduardo Vasquez

Ms. June Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silberman
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Ament
Mr. & Mrs. Dean Enoch
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Miser

SR T (Ei2)
L BT (ERD

Mr. & Mrs. Cesar Bran
Mr. & Mrs. Edger Gonzalez
Mr. & Mrs. George Peterman
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Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dadant Mr. & Mrs. Bill Daily
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kott
Mr. & Mrs. John Poole Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silberman
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Anaheim Host Families
Ms. Charlotte Brady

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink
Ms. Barbara Selleck

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silberman
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Ms. Susan Echevarria
Mr. & Mrs. John Poole

Mr. & Mrs. Barney Conway
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Miser
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Winnick
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Carter

Mr. & Mrs. George Hayashi
Ms. Shirley Rosales

Ms. Susan Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Frank
Ms. Christina Pham
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Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Oblonsky

Ms. Dianne Dines

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Miser
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Avena Mr. & Mrs. Mitch Caldwell

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Frank Miser

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Oblonsky Mr. & Mrs. Scott Pakiser

mEE R (@2 KRR ZER GERD
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KA fEH (K¥:2)
FH BEE (FiK2)

Mr. & Mrs. Burton Fink
Mr. & Mrs. Salvador Navarra
Ms. Harmony Upton

Ms. Susan Echevarria
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Mohammad
Ms. Elsie Reed
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Anaheim Host Families

Ms. Anna Altamirano Mr. & Mrs. Tom Cantarano

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Hastings Mr. & Mrs. Bob Kelly

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Ontiveros Mr. & Mrs. Michael Silberman
Ms. Harmony Upton Mr. & Mrs. Glen Vergara

AR (R¥Y RE T (@R AR K (Ei2)
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Mr. & Mrs. Joe Carter Ms. Susan Echevarria
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Masterson Ms. Ally McPhearson

Mr. & Mrs. Henri Soucy Chalauthorn Tankhaow
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr.&Mrs.Ruben Cabrera Mr.&Mrs.Mitch Caldwell Mr.&Mrs.Joe Carter
Mr.&Mrs.Greg Hastings

Ms.Marie Sham & Ms.Lucille Nardelli

Mr.&Mrs.Brent Colby
Mr.&Mrs.Daniel Masterson
Mr.&Mrs.Denise Silberman

Ms.Rebecca Comer Ms.Susan Echevarria
Mr.&Mrs.Rene Munoz

Mr.&Mrs.Henri Soucy
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr.&Mrs.Frank Miser Mr.&Mrs.Joe Carter Mr.&Mrs.Burt Fink Mr.&Mrs.Ruben Cabrera
Ms.Marie Sham & Ms.Lucille Nardelli Mr.&Mrs.Denise Silberman Ms. Harmony Upton

Mr. Tim Higashi Mr.&Mrs.Greg Hastings Mr.&Mrs.Henri Soucy Ms.Anja Walker

Ms. Rebecca Comer
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Anaheim Host Families

Ms.Janice Beaver Mr.&Mrs.Robert Brady Ms.Nia Hartman
Ms.Aminta Parra Ms.Marie Sham&Ms.Lucy Nardelli ~ Mr.&Mrs.Henri Soucy
Mr.&Mrs.Leonard Leventhal Ms.Sarah Watts Mr.&Mrs.Joe Carter

Mr.&Mrs.Mitch Caldwell
Mr.&Mrs.Ivan Thompson
Mr.&Mrs.Ken Smith
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr.&Mrs.Lonny Myers Mr.&Mrs.Dennis Ashby Mr.&Mrs.Anthony Perez
Mr.&Mrs.Larry Velasquez Mr.&Mrs.Barbara Gonzalez Mr.&Mrs.Mike Galloway
Mr.&Mrs.Ken Smith Ms.Marne Ryan

Mr.&Mrs.Larry Torgerson
Mr.&Mrs.Mitch Caldwell

B23EKAHEFEREAMSE | 201345 (ERE25%) 7TH26B~8A11H
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr.&Mrs.Lonny Myers
Ms.Sarah Watts & Ms.Rachel Christensen
Ms.Gail Eastman

Mr.&Mrs.Larry Torgerson
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Anaheim Host Families

Mr.&Mrs.Charles Albano Mr.&Mrs.Cory Grubbs
Mr.&Mrs.Jim Lanthripe Mr.&Mrs.Joe Carter

Mr.&Mrs.Ken Smith Ms.Nia Hartman
Mr.&Mrs.Jim Lanthripe Mr.&Mrs.Joe Carter

Rt EA ERD K Es) (ERD RAR B2 (EiK2)

Mr.&Mrs.Chris A. Berens Mr.&Mrs.Larry Velasquez
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr.&Mrs.Cory Grubbs
Mr.&Mrs.Ken Smith

Mr.&Mrs.Anthony Perez
Mr.&Mrs.Joe Carter

wa YT (B AREE Ek2) A 8 E (mRD

Mr.&Mrs.James Dinwiddi Mr.&Mrs.Larry Velasquez
Mr.Nathan Nguyen
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Anaheim Host Families
Mr.&Mrs.Cory Grubbs

Ms.Theresa Frankel Mr.&Mrs.Joe Carter

Mr.Chieu Trinh & Ms. Nguyet Nguyen

N B (EE2) BAR AR (@2 8K b (hE3)

Mr.&Mrs.James Dinwiddie
Mr. Nathan Nguyen
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Name List Of Anaheim Delegation

The 1st Anaheim Delegation | November5-8,1976 | 26members

Bill Thom

Nancy Fukushima
Richard Garabedian
Lew Young

Cecils Kahn

Harold Bastrup
Adam Fukushima
Janice Garabedian
Jackie Young
Molly Loop

Elsie Bastrup
Bill Daly
Ted Payne

Dora Lopez

Hal Parker
Janet Daly
Laura Payne

Leslie Geiger

Disney Characters Delegation | July13-14,1997 | 5members

Susan Donald

Gwen Welsh

“Mickey Mousse”

“Minnie Mouse”

Disney Characters Delegation | August6,1997 | Tmembers

Mr.&Mrs. Mary Jones

“Donald Duck”

“Goofy”

“Captain Hook”

The 2nd Anaheim Delegation | May 21-26,1978 | 15members

John Seymour
Russell Ireland

Vivian Engelbrecht

Judy Seymour
Buffie Ireland

Mura Muraoka

Hal Parker
William Riley

Jim Fukushima

John Seymour, Sr.

LaVonne Riley

The 3rd Anaheim Delegation | November 2-7,1979 | 36members

John Seymour
Edith Benstead
Margaret Gieser
Morton Marcolesco
Agnes Richie

Yolanda Roberson

Chieko Duty
Kenneth Brady
Arthur Gray
Lucille Marcolesco
William Riley

Lucy Smeltzer

Hal Parker
Charlotte Brady
Doreen Gray
Richard Mendez
LaVonne Riley
Harold Thompson

Marlys Parker
Mickey Campbell
Loretta Hodson
Shirley Mendez
Douglas Renner

Edna Thompson

The 4th Anaheim Delegation | November 9-12,1981 | 46members

E. Llewellyn Overholt
Chieko Duty

Becky Buis

Patricia Dean

Laura Heinz

Stan Pawlowski
Barbara Riegle
Chris Smith

Edith S. Overholt
Armand Barasa
Helen Callahan
Vera Dunbar
Kirchhoff

Theresa Pawlowski
Ray Spehar

Linda Martin

Hal Parker

Joan Barasa
Mickey Campbell
Corinne M. George
Betty Lillis

Anita Pawlowski
Estelle Spehar

Masayoshi Fukushima

Marlys Parker
Julie Bond
Chuck Clapper
Gerald Heffern
Dick McMillan
Phillip Quarre
Elmer Thill

Mura Muraoka

The 5th Anaheim Delegation | April 14-16,1983 | 117members

Don Roth

Chieko Duty
George Brumley
Les Riddell

Chuck Cooper

Dr. Larry Dickinson
Leah Kazarian
Lillian Polzin
Dorothy Anderson
George Ellis

Jerry Grasso
Kelly Heffern
Felix Konzem
Arlene Lind

Dr. Richard Nesbit
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Jackie Roth

Wes Jones
Margaret Brumley
Joyce Riddell
Shirley Cooper
Betty Dickinson
Allan Landsman
Val Renner
Richard Baker
Esther Ellis

Vera Grasso
Richard Holderness
Tina Konzem
Myron Lown

Rose Nesbit

Irv Pickler

Mary Jones
Randall Gaston
Walter Smith
Bernard Karcher
Eleanor Epstein
Ethel Landsman
Dick Ryan

Mary Baker
James Farley
Lucinda Hammatt
Shirley Holderness
Leonard Lawicki
Jean Lown

Mary Nicolai

Betty Pickler
Hal Parker
Donna Gaston
Eva Smith

Joan Karcher
Gerald Heffern
R. Dickson Miles
Roma Ryan
Dorothy Boege
Loa Farley
Jacqueline Hansen
Walter Jungkeit
Geri Lawicki
Tom Matthey

Bette Reinhartson

Marlys Parker
James Cummins
Philip Engebretson
Bob Lee

Jim Fukushima

“Mr. Smee”

Helen Seymour

Larry King

Jim Ort

Masayoshi Fukushima
Bill Lillis

Mura S. Muraoka
Kameel Renner

Vera Turner

William Riley
Kay Branam
Joanne Clapper
Francis Heffern
Pat McMillan
Nelda Quarre

Genevieve Thill

Dr. Frank Lowry
Marlys Parker
Arthur Gray
Robert Anthony
Armand Barasa
Frances Heffern
Connie Miles
John Wright
Donald Daily
Hattie Geisler
Otto Heisterberg
Marietta Jungkeit
Betty Lillis
Darlene Matthey
Barbara Riegle

Jim Fukushima
Marie Cummins
Ann Engebretson
Jack Kahn

“Little John”

Chieko Duty
Mickey Campbell

Ronni Ort
Frank Gieser
Betty Lillis
Edward Richie
Val Renner
Kitty White

Lavonne Riley
Robert Buis
Elinor Cavers
Carl Heinz
Marlene Novak
Elaine Richter
John Yench

Dr. June Lowry
Bill Riley
Doreen Gray
Eileen Anthony
Joan Barasa
Bob Kazarian
Howard Polzin
Eva Wright
Betty Daily
Emily Glover
Grace Heisterberg
Jerome Kelly
Homer Lind
Lois Mitler
Myron Ross

Sherene Ross Stuart Ross Jacqueline Schenck

Sigmund Sliwoski Gloria Sliwoski Dr. Larry Tangey

Nina Webb Kitty White Dual Winterroth
Bob Beverage Carol Beverage Jim Ort
Joseph Miller Dorthonell Miller Jim Fukushima

William Barnhart Alice Barnhart Bernard Staffon

Wayne Scherer
Betty Tangey
Jane Winterroth
Ronni Ort

Mary Staffon

The 6th Anaheim Delegation | April 22-25,1985 | 32members

Don Roth Jackie Roth William Riley
Theresa Chiaro Richard Dickey Lillian Dickey
Lillian Murphy Fae Sheplay Gerald Heffern
Richard Peterson Elizabeth Peterson Bert Janzow
Robert Anthony Eileen Anthony Jim Ort
Howard Nicolai Mary Nicolai Katherine Hill

LaVonne Riley
Clara Ingeborg Doll
Frances Heffern
Anita Janzow
Ronni Ort

Walter Rodehaver

The 7th Anaheim Delegation | October 16-20,1987 | 27members

Irv Pickler

Leonard Lawicki

Betty Pickler

Gerri Lawicki

Dr. June Lowry
Donna Lawicki
Pete Peterson
Marcel Huard
Jim Ort

Howard Polzin
Janet Wheatley
Chieko Duty

Lillian Polzin
David Wheatley
Edna Betzsold

Ralph Clark
Deanna Lawicki
Betty Peterson
Helen Huard

The 8th Anaheim Delegation | March 30-April 2,1989 | 25members

Fred Hunter Jeanne Hunter Irv Pickler

Bill Ehrle Julie Ehrle Dr. June Lowry
Deanna Lawicki Deborah Lawicki Gerald Heffern
W.R. Scott Sally Scott Bill Burnette
Hal Parker

Betty Pickler
Leonard lawicki
Frances Heffern

Julie Burnette

The 9th Anaheim Delegation | March 20-25,1990 | 12members

Irv Pickler

Bob Kazarian

Betty Pickler

Leah Kazarian

Chieko Duty
Gerald Heffern

The 10th Anaheim Delegation | April 12,1991 | 2 members

Irv Pickler Betty Pickler

Len Lawicki

Fran Heffern

The 11th Anaheim Delegation | May 14-18,1993 | 19 members

Frank Feldhaus Chieko Duty Sally Feldhaus
June Lowry James Mauck Fran Mauck
John Poole Doris Poole Lawrence Simon
Hal Parker

Burton Fink
Dr. Richard Mendez
Kathryn Simon

The 12th Anaheim Delegation | April 17-20,1998 | 23members

Tom Daly William Daly Paul Bostwick
Charlotte Brady Dr. Shirley McCracken  Dr. June Lowry
Rochelle Hastings Paul Kott Scott Smart
Irene Ramirez Chieko Duty Duke Hingley

Carol Bostwick
Alvin Mann
Frank Miser

Ronni James

The 13th Anaheim Delegation | November 2-8,2001 | 4members

William Daly Jerry Heffern Joseph Carter

Helen Carter

The 14th Anaheim Delegation | November 16-19,2006 | 25members

Lorri Galloway Mike Galloway Harry Sidhu

Chieko Duty Greg Hastings Rochelle Hastings
Elizabeth Fink Dorothea Stephenson  John Nguyen
Lucille Nardelli Edward Valenzuela Anna Valenzuela

Duke Hingley

Gin Sidhu
Henri Soucy
Robert Fink

Kimberlee Tulleners

Pat Scherer
Orville Wann
Charles Wright
Ferne Walke

Chieko Duty

Nita Morrissey
Vivian Kluss
Dortha Nell Miller

Beverly Clark
Leah Kazarian
Gerald Heffern
Dr. Arthur Slatzer

Tom Daly

Gerri Lawicki
Robert Cashman
Chieko Duty

Geri Lawicki

Darrel Ament

Elizabeth Fink
Shirley Mendez
R Davis Taylor

Burton Fink
Selma Mann
Martha Miser

Jim Fukushima

Marge Conway
Suzanne Soucy
Elena Fink

Robin Tulleners

Fae Sheplay
Frances Wann
Virginia Wright
Laura Nesbit

Loretta Sundstrom
Esther McLeod
Janet Parry

Norma Jacobson

Robert Anthony
Bob Kazarian
Frances Heffern
Jo Saltzer

Deborah Daly
Donna Lawicki
Georgia Cashman

Kathleen Johnson

Bernadine School

Rose Ann Ament

Duke Hingley
Ronni Ort
Marlene Taylor

Elizabeth Fink
Greg Hastings

Frank Ramirez

Barney Conway
Jerry Heffern
Marie Sham

Ronni James
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The 15th Anaheim Delegation | October 31-November6,2009 | 7members

Lorri Galloway Henri Soucy John Nguyen

Sandy Waggle

Mike Galloway Pete Medici

The 16th Anaheim Delegation | April 29-May1, 2011 | 1member

Sandra A. Day

The 17th Anaheim Delegation | August27-29,2013 | 1member

Mark Lopez

The 18th Anaheim Delegation | November 15-21, 2014 | 1member

Henri Soucy

The 19th Anaheim Delegation | April 14-15,2015 | 1member

Katie Filbeck

T FA BB o

Name List of Anaheim Student Ambassadors

Anaheim Student Ambassador

June 24-July 22,1984 | 1member

Juliet Oheler

[HRDHAZ 7739 —]

HE #io | EF BE WhT EE ERT

The 1st Anaheim Student Ambassador
July 16-29,1985 | 1member

Sandra Mathews

[HEADFKZ 7730 —]

LR B e R

The 2nd Anaheim Student Ambassador
July 11-24,1986 | 1member

Shiela M. Duffy

[HRDFZ 7739 —]

IR 15

The 3rd Anaheim Student Ambassador
July 10-24,1987 | 1member

Laurie D. Rau

[HEADKZ L7730 —]

EA ER

The 4th Anaheim Student Ambassador
July 7-20,1988 | 1member

Eric Christianson

[HRDFZ 77 3Y—]

B R AT

The 5th Anaheim Student Ambassador
July 4-17,1989 | 1member

Kimberly Brooks

[BRDFZ 7731 —]

IEA R
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The 6th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
July 12-25,1990 | 2members

Eric C. Whetham Elisabeth M. Colcol
[HRDHAZ 773 —]

AFTE  #HI—E

The 7th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
July 9-22,1991 | 2members

JanetE. Jo Manuel T. Ontiveros
[HRDKR L7731 —]

W B— L% A

The 8th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
July 8-21,1992 | 2members

Anit A. Parikh Joy A. Merhar
[HRDHKZ 77 3Y—]

TERE gLA AR EA

The 9th Anaheim Student Ambassador
July 15-28,1993 | 1member

Philip R. Park

[HADFZ L7730 —]

ATHE—5H

The 10th Anaheim Student Ambassador
July 13-26,1994 | 1member

Jocelyn Wang

[HRDHFZ 773 —]

R} HR

The 11th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
July 6-19,1995 | 2members

Natasha Yamashita  John Reynolds
[HADFAL7 730 —]

Me g SLE 5

Leticia Medici

The 12th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
July 2-15,1996 | 2members

Shaheen Beguwala Christine Truong
[HEADHRZ 7 73Y—]

EH 75 WA B

The 13th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

July 2-15,1997 | 3members

Catherine E. Bono Matthew]. Stevens Erik L. Miller
[HADHRZ 7731 —]

W& FE HILEE K HER

The 14th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
July 2-15,1998 | 3members

Chitra Balasubramanian Suzuko Allen
Enrique Barajas

[HEDHRR 773 —]

FH 1EH K HR

The 15th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

July 2-15,1999 | 4members

Lindal.Y. Kim Abby R. Winnick John R. Enoch Jr.
Thomas R. Galaz

[HADHRZ 7731 —]

g Fk EA

The 16th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 30-July 14,2000 | 6members

Jennifer H. You Jacqueline Vekich Jason Pi

Breysi C. Garcia Nicholas R. Phillips Sean Arayasirikul
[HERDHRR L7 73)—]

W& FIE &R SEHE )1 B

The 17th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 29-July 13,2001 | 5members

Andrew M. Roach Paul Peterson John L. Gray
Dinah A. Winnick Heather Ebert
[AADFAL 7730 —]

AR FF  EHA  EEES EEE

The 18th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

July 2-16,2002 | 6members

John D. Nguyen Henry Arayasirikul Jennifer Yim
Janet Lee Jennifer Dinh Joanna Fick
[ARDFZ L7730 —]

AHREFF s EEE

The 19th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
June 28-July 11,2003 | 7members

Ryan Smeets Nathan Nguyen Breanne Cisneros
Kara Jackson Mary Amon Marirocel(Rose) Avena
Joe Aihara(Chaperone)

[HADKZR 7 73)—]
A RNSCE S Bl Rl oE

The 20th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 22-July 6,2004 | 5members

Christopher A. Dines William Brown Elizabeth Y. Hayashi
Stefanie Frank Joe Aihara(Chaperone)

[HRDHZR 7 73)—]
Z s EEHAIE FEE

The 21st Anaheim Student Ambassadors

July 1-15, 2005 | 7members

Kathleen Upton Alexandria McPherson

Melody Avena Gayle Belcher Andy Tran

Kevin C. Navarra Scott Pakiser(Chaperone)

[(HRDFA 7 73)—]

HEX EWJIIEE Sxfk RS EEEBE
Ak EFE O EEHE

The 22nd Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 30-July 13,2006 | 9members

Anita R. Silva Kathryn Vergara Jessica Gonzales

Mimi Srijunthip Bianca Angeles Stephanie Masterson
Matthew Kelly Andrew M. Nguyen Bob Anthony (Chaperone)
[HARDFKZ 773 —]

&H 1E feel e MRERE RIIFH  TEF

The 23rd Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 30-July 13,2007 | 7members

Christopher Barrett Alex Tran Diana Cabrera
Linda Munoz Collette Hanson Tiffany Jones
Marne Colby(Chaperone)

[HADAZ 773 —]

MRS L RS R Wl BRILE

The 24th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 27-July 10,2008 | 5members

Gilbert Ceballos Joanna Chen Morena Lizbeth Garcia
Derrick Schisler Henri Soucy(Chaperone)

[(HRDFA T 73)—]

M RESHMA MILE YRR EFE

The 25th Anaheim Student Ambassadors
June 26-July 9,2009 | 5members

Tonatan Cauneac Tim Higashi Cheyennena Flimban-Bedonie

Lauren Yatar Joe Aihara(Chaperone)
[HEADHAR L7739 —]
/IR BHT W ®&E ExRE ok E—  EEEA

The 26th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 25-July 8,2010 | 5members

Danielle Vargas Alvina Hinh Deborah Kwak

Nhu Nguyen Christina Maguire(Chaperone)
BARDOFRF77IY—

REEH  BaE®w  EARKE KPIES HBEREZ

The 27th Anaheim Student Ambassadors

June 25-July 5,2016 | 8members

Ever Murillon Isaac Mendez-Ruiz Steven Trinh
AlyssaAdele Davis  Dara Thunyakij Kaitlyn Minton

Jackie Filbeck(Chaperone) Jeanne Tran(Chaperone)
[(HRDFA T 73)—]

BEE MHEEZ AHEm HFE K MR TE
R —=
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